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Fiqh of Marriage:  Class Thirty-Three
الحمد لله و الصلاة و السلام على رسول الله و بعد:
These notes are based on the commentary of the Eminent Shaikh Atiyyah Muhammad Salaam given in Masjid an-Nabawi.
The Hadith:

وَعَنْ جَابِرٍ ( قَالَ : { كُنَّا مَعَ رَسُولِ اَللَّهِ ( فِي غَزَاةٍ , فَلَمَّا قَدِمْنَا اَلْمَدِينَةَ , ذَهَبْنَا لِنَدْخُلَ . فَقَالَ : " أَمْهِلُوا حَتَّى تَدْخُلُوا لَيْلًا - يَعْنِي : عِشَاءً - لِكَيْ تَمْتَشِطَ اَلشَّعِثَةُ , وَتَسْتَحِدَّ اَلْمَغِيبَةُ } مُتَّفَقٌ عَلَيْهِ
Narrated Jabir:  We were with the Prophet alayhi as salam on an expedition.  Then when we arrived at al-Madinah and we were about to enter he said, “Wait so that you may enter by night, i.e. in the evening, in order that the woman with disheveled hair may comb it and the woman whose husband was away may shave her pubic hairs (getting ready for her husband).”
The Explanation:

We spoke last time about this hadith and how the Prophet alayhi alayhi as salam did not forget about this aspect of social life and kind relations between spouses, although they had just returned from the battlefield.
In another narration, “Do not let one of you knock on the door of his family at night, exposing them.”

The scholars say regarding the meaning of this hadith, that two men had hastened or came to their wives at night, and they did not inform their families about their arrival.
However, if one is able to inform their family about their arrival on such and such night, then if he desires he can come at Isha time, or at midnight, or even the last third of the night.

Because his family has knowledge about his arrival, and can take care of what is necessary.
And it is said, in a weak narration, that two people heard the hadith, “Let not one of you surprise his family at night, exposing them.”  

And they did follow these words, or they became overcome, and when they came home each of them found a man in their beds.

We heard from the shuyukh, may Allah have mercy on them, that a man traveled, and then returned home in the middle of the night, and knocked on the door lightly.

His wife was paying attention, and his two parents were living with him.  The two parents and his wife lived together in a single house.

And it is known that if one leaves his wife alone, for a long  journey, who will stay up at night counting the hours on the clock?

The wife, or the father, or the mother.

The wife.  The father and mother are with each other, and she is alone.

With the lightest tapping on the door, the wife recognized her husband, and opened the door.

From the habit of the mother was to go and wake up the wife of their son for Morning Prayer.

When she went to wake up her daughter in law, she found a man under the blankets with her.

She did not say a word.  She went to her husband, and said:  “Wake up, and she who is this man in the bed of your son!”

He went and did not say a word by his tongue, and he did not make any gestures by his hand, but he let the sword do the talking.

It was not except a few moments, and the daughter-in-law said, stand up and cover the body of your son.  
They said, “Our son?  He is travelling.”

She said, “He is the one you have killed by my side.”
They mention this story regarding the one who opposes the Sunnah, just like the person who ate with his left hand.

The Prophet alayhi as salam said, “Eat with your right.” 

He said, “I am not able to.”  He said it out of arrogance.

He did not want to admit that he made a mistake.

The Prophet alayhi as salam said, “May you not be able to.”

He was not able to lift his hand after that.

It was a punishment for him.  He could have said, thank you for reminding me, or think about it.


But to be so firm, and say, “No I cannot.  I am unable.”  Sure, so let you be unable.
And they mention a number of points based on the hadith:

“If one of you wakes up from his sleep, let him not place his hands in the container of water until he has washed them three times, for he does not know where his hands spent the night.”

A person said (arrogantly) how could I not know where my hands where, and then Allah tested him by find his hands in a bad place.

What concerns us, is that the Messenger of Allah alayhi as salam:

Takes into consideration the means by which the love between the spouses will be preserved, 

And putting off the means that lead to repulsion of each other, unintentionally.

This is from the good conduct of a man towards his wife, and in some narrations, it says, “It exposes (yatakhawwin) them (the wives) and makes them betray.”

And we can see from this expression, my brothers, the methodology and principle in Islam regarding the choosing of the spouse:

The man, when does makes his wife betray him, what does this say about her before hand?  Was she upright, or in a bad state or hidden state?
As for the upright, chaste, honorable woman, she will not betray her husband while he is away.

The Prophet alayhi as salam praised the righteous wife, saying:  “If the husband looks at her, she pleases him.  If he commands her, she obeys.  If he is absent, she guards his honor.”

By her guarding herself, it is guarding the husband and his honor.

Based on this,  if we come to the description that Allah gives of the righteous wife, “Salihaatun, Qaanitatun, Haafidhatun lil ghaib bi ma hafidhallah.”

“Righteous, obedient, protecting the unseen, which Allah has protected.”

The principle of choosing the wife goes back to the hadith, “Chose the righteous one, may you be successful.”

And Umar, who used to walk the streets of Madina at night, and he heard a woman calling out from inside of her house:

“The Night is long, and there is no beloved by my side to play with.



By Allah, if it were not for the fear of Allah, and shyness, they hold me back.

Otherwise, I would break the side of this bed.”

What would break the side of the bed?  The air?!

We see the fear of Allah in this woman.

She had no one, in the darkness of night, under the roof, she fears her Lord.

“Wa man khaafa maqaama rabihi…jannataan.”

And shyness, yes.

And when will there be this shyness?  In the religious woman.  And those from good righteous families.

Not from bad loose families.
Hind, when she was giving allegiance to the Prophet, alayhi as salam.  She reached the part of the pledge (And she will not commit Zina).

Hind said, “Would a free woman commit Zina, O Messenger of Allah?”

She was taken aback by this, subhanallah.

There is nothing more ugly than this, she could not believe that a free woman would do that.

Because this is laxity and humiliation of herself, to make herself permissible to others without Haqq.

She might give another a dirham or two, or a robe, but how can she give herself to some one?

What concerns us, is this hadith also encourages the husband to not search for mistakes and expose shortcomings in his wife.

And he should not allow excessive jealously to permit him to spy on his family.

He will ruin his life upon himself.

And Shaitan is eager, if he caused the curtains to open, he will say, she opened them to look…any matter.

He will take all matters with a bad opinion.

How will his life be?

It will be hard.

And in the narration in Bukhari:

“When one of you has been away from home for a long time, he must not come to his family during the night.”

Yes, if it is a long journey.  But if it is to a close place, he goes today and comes back tomorrow, will the hair grow disheveled?  Will the hair grow long that needs shaving?  No, it is a short time.

But if it was a long absence, even if the distance was not that long, he should not come to his family at night.
And in the hadith of Anas, “The Prophet alayhi as salam never came to his family at night at all, and it was from his habit, if he came, he sent someone ahead of him to send a message.  And if he arrived, he did not enter the house immediately, but entered the Masjid and prayed two rakaahs, and his house and the Masjid were like a single place.”

And that was a means of announcing his arrival.  And for this reason, following the Sunnah is the best, if a person is not able to help it, and arrives from a far journey, he should begin by praying in the Masjid.

This is as long as he is pure, and in a good appearance and clothing.  He can enter the Masjid, and pray tahiyyah, and send salaams on the Prophet alayhi as salam.

And in the Muwatta, in the copy of Ibn Hassan, on Abdullah ibn Umar, if he wanted to travel, or came back from travel, he would give Salaams to the Prophet alayhi as salam.

This approaching the Masjid, if it is near the house, or in a small town, usually the kids will know that one has arrived.  They knew that a person was absent, and when the see the person, they will immediately run and tell the family, such and such person came, he is in the Masjid!
And that will be a type of announcement.

Today, the circumstances, are such as going to Hajj.  The very least is twenty days.  But there is telephone, fax, there are those we returned beforehand, they are all means of communication.

So the person, when he exits Makkah, in Jeddah, and he is traveling by air, sea, or even land, he contacts his family and says, we are leaving Jeddah on such and such date, at such and such time.

I will be arriving on such and such date, then this is sufficient.  And he can come to his family at any time he desires.

I think this subject, in summary, shows the vast nature of the Sunnah, and the importance the Prophet alayhi salam gave to the marital bond in such circumstances.

The Hadith:

وَعَنْ أَبِي سَعِيدٍ اَلْخُدْرِيِّ ( قَالَ : قَالَ رَسُولُ اَللَّهِ ( { إِنَّ شَرَّ اَلنَّاسِ مَنْزِلَةً عِنْدَ اَللَّهِ يَوْمَ اَلْقِيَامَةِ ; اَلرَّجُلُ يُفْضِي إِلَى اِمْرَأَتِهِ وَتُفْضِي إِلَيْهِ , ثُمَّ يَنْشُرُ سِرَّهَا } أَخْرَجَهُ مُسْلِمٌ
Narrated Abu Sa’id al Khudri:  “Allah’s Messenger said, “The worst type of people in position before Allah on the Day of Resurrection is a man who has intercourse with his wife, and she with him, and then spreads her secrets.”  [Reported by Muslim]
The Explanation:

We come to a new subject, that has to do with relations with women.  

It is not from good relations to come to a woman in the middle of the night, like a spy upon them.

That is finished.

And from good relations is each spouse covering the other.  And good relations, she is a clothing for him, and he is clothing for her.  And clothing covers the body, even if there is a defect below it, the clothing covers it up.

And from the right of each spouse on the other, is veiling and covering, the woman veils and covers the man, and the man veils and covers the woman.

And even if each of them had a fault that the other disliked.

And it is said that a man married a woman, and she had some faults, and she knew that he was going to divorce her due to these faults.

She said, “O so and so, we met and got to knew each other, and between us is trust and secrets.  If you expose my secrets, I will expose your secrets.”

If you show the faults I have, I will show the faults you have.  And if you cover them, I will cover yours.  He kept quiet after that.

It is mutual issue.  If he keeps the covering, then he will be covered.  And if he exposes it, he exposes his own covering.
And this aspect, I do not say that it might take place, no, certainly it does take place.

Because some narrations mention:  The Prophet alayhi salam stood up amongst men, and said, “Do any of you, if he goes to his wife by night, go out in the morning and speak of what took place with his wife last night?”

They kept quiet, and did not respond.

Then he went to the women, and said, “Are they any of you who have relations with your husband and night, then in the morning go and speak about what happened at night between you?”

They kept quiet.

Then a girl stood up, and tried to see the Prophet alayhi as salam.  She said, “Yes, by Allah, the men speak about it, and the women speak about it.”

The Prophet alayhi salam said, “Do you know what your example is like?”

He said, “It is like a male shaitan that met a female shaitan in the street, then fulfilled its need from her, and people are looking at her.”

Look at this, in the street, as if one who does this is like a shaitan with a shaitana on a street corner.

Some people mention that in some countries, some women who have no conscience, or humanity, or it has been taken away, do that in public parks and areas.

What concerns us is that in the teaching and character of Islam, and the very nature and fitrah of the human being, that has not been changed by the events of Fitn, .

And here we ask, the man and woman are in cover, and in the depth of this cover, he sees from her what no one else sees, and even what he does not see normally.  And he hears from her expressions, and sounds, that he does not hear in any other time.

If this is the need of fulfilling relations, and natural needs, and a woman is naturally inclined towards her husband, through love.

If in the morning he speaks of her, and saying he had relations.  That is not exposing.  A man came to the Prophet alayhi as salam and said, “A man goes to his wife, but does not ejaculate, does he have to shower?”

The Prophet alayhi as salam said, “I do it with her, and I wash.”

But what is forbidden, is what postion, how, in which way.  What did I hear, what did she say, and he is like that.

He speaks about the circumstances.  

And as it is said, someone might be beyond his ability. 

Hajjaj:  41:25 
And Allah knows best.

21:00
End of Lecture 32.
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