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Fiqh of Marriage:  Class Thirty-Four
الحمد لله و الصلاة و السلام على رسول الله و بعد:
These notes are based on the commentary of the Eminent Shaikh Atiyyah Muhammad Salaam given in Masjid an-Nabawi.
The Hadith:

وَعَنْ أَبِي سَعِيدٍ اَلْخُدْرِيِّ ( قَالَ : قَالَ رَسُولُ اَللَّهِ ( { إِنَّ شَرَّ اَلنَّاسِ مَنْزِلَةً عِنْدَ اَللَّهِ يَوْمَ اَلْقِيَامَةِ ; اَلرَّجُلُ يُفْضِي إِلَى اِمْرَأَتِهِ وَتُفْضِي إِلَيْهِ , ثُمَّ يَنْشُرُ سِرَّهَا } أَخْرَجَهُ مُسْلِمٌ
Narrated Abu Sa’id al Khudri:  “Allah’s Messenger said, “The worst type of people in position before Allah on the Day of Resurrection is a man who has intercourse with his wife, and she with him, and then spreads her secrets.”  [Reported by Muslim]
The Explanation:

If in the morning he speaks of her, and saying he had relations.  That is not exposing.  A man came to the Prophet alayhi as salam and said, “A man goes to his wife, but does not ejaculate, does he have to shower?”

The Prophet alayhi as salam said, “I do it with her, and I wash.”

But what is forbidden, is what postion, how, in which way.  What did I hear, what did she say, and he is like that.

He speaks about the circumstances.  

And as it is said, someone might be beyond his ability. 

Hajjaj said:  I do not go to my wife except once a year.  He was asked how he controls himself?  He said, it is a moment of madness, once a year is sufficient.

So during this time, a person may say things that are from this state.

And here, if we turn aside from the Shari’ angle, which we should not do, but if  we look at it from the angle of intellect, and nature (fitrah) and environment:

Your wife is in Hijab, covered from people, her face, hands, hair, no one can look at her, then you go and announce a picture not of her face, hands, and hair, but that which even her father is not allowed to see, or hear.

It is like you make an imaginary picture of her, in speech and  description, so some stranger might say:  Wouldn’t the Shaitan say I wish I was with the like of her.

Would that not be a means of causing her to be exposed, like in a market.

And likewise the woman, if she speaks about that, she might say to another and that woman may night find in her husband, do to impotence, or a fault, and would not those woman want to look for him, as if she is looking at him naked, would not the shaitan come to her , and even if she could not do it.

And would not the woman not become satisfied with her husband.

And if it did happen, would that not be a shame to her.

This is like the example that the Prophet alayhi as salam said, like a Shaitan meeting a female shatian in the street.

And from the ugliest relations with a wife is to expose what is happening in privacy in the night.

And even if there is a young child listening, they cannot do that.

And even if it were a second wife, if she lived in the same room, they should not do that action, even a slave woman, this is to be kept private.

The Hadith:

وَعَنْ حَكِيمِ بْنِ مُعَاوِيَةَ , عَنْ أَبِيهِ قَالَ : { قُلْتُ : يَا رَسُولَ اَللَّهِ ! مَا حَقُّ زَوْجِ أَحَدِنَا عَلَيْهِ ? قَالَ : " تُطْعِمُهَا إِذَا أَكَلْتَ , وَتَكْسُوهَا إِذَا اِكْتَسَيْتَ , وَلَا تَضْرِبِ الْوَجْهَ , وَلَا تُقَبِّحْ , وَلَا تَهْجُرْ إِلَّا فِي اَلْبَيْتِ } رَوَاهُ أَحْمَدُ , وَأَبُو دَاوُدَ , وَالنَّسَائِيُّ , وَابْنُ مَاجَهْ
The Explanation:

From good spousal relations:

The Sahabi al Jaleel:  What is the right of our spouses (Zawj) upon us?

Zawj (pair) without the ‘taa’ can refer to the wife, or the husband.  If the one speaking was a man, it means the woman.  And if a woman says it, it means the man.

Since each of them was alone, and then they were married, and they became a complete pair, from a single type, equitable.

So what is the right of one of our spouses upon us:

It is a general question, and even though there are many rights, the Prophet alayhi as salam mentioned the most obligatory of those rights, in terms of marriage.

He said, first:  You feed her if you eat.

If you find something to eat, you should feed her.

This is fine, if you find food.  But what if you do not have food?

He is patient over hunger, so she must also be patient.

Although there is a study regarding annulment of marriage due to hardships in paying maintainance of the wife.  Is it permissible or not?

“You feed her if you eat.”

Why did not he say, “Feed her if you feed yourself.” ?

Or “Let her eat, if you eat.”?

The least you must give her is what you are able, and eating (akl) is close to eating to satisfaction, while ‘ta’am’ means even the least amount of food.

This refers to the maintainance, in marriage, and it has its own Chapter.  The scholars usually place this chapter after the chapter on Divorce, Custody, etc.

The Maintance of the the wife, the children, the parents, and the relatives are mentioned.

Those between whom there is inheritance, who must we provide maintance for, and how much?

And in what cases?  During the time they spend together?  During the time of the Iddah after divorce?

Here, in this hadith, the first meaning is feeding her if you eat.

It gives the meaning that you feed her of the same type of food that you eat.

Not to reserve the best type of food for yourself and excluding her, not to prefer yourself over her, no this is not manhood, nor good character.

And it will be mentioned regarding the one who has two wives, and mainatance is required, what should the maintance be.  
By the way:  Zawjah with the taa is not Fussha.

Zawj is Fussha.

Here, the rule is feeding.  And it is required to feed her, as Allah says, “For the one in ease in accordance to that, and to the one in hardship, in accordance to his state.”

If he is in a state of ease, he should not give her the lowest grade of food, he should not force her to that.

As it is said in the general principle:  The rich woman under the rich man is the highest type, and the poor woman under the poor man is the lowest level, and the average woman with the average man, or the poor woman under the rich man, are in between the two extremes.

Here, if Allah blessed him, and he is happy with bread and vinegar, and she was in a good state in her father’s home, and he is happy with bread and vinegar, but she is not happy with it.

So he must give her the average of what was in her house, as long as he is well.

“And clothe her with what he clothes himself.”

You wear clothes from what level.  If you by a clothing for $2, that is fine.  But there are clothes for $40 dollars.  Don’t by clothes for  $40 for yourself, and cloth her with clothing that costs $2.

Clothes for workers and servants, and he is rich.

And there are summer and winter clothing.  Do not buy her winter clothing and make her wear it in the summer, and do not buy summer clothing and make her wear it in the winter, as long as Allah has made you rich.

If you renew her clothes, renew your clothes as well.

“And do not strike the face.”

What about other than the face?  Can any woman hear?  They can hear?  It is not allowed.

The word or limitiation that negates is it related to hitting, or the face?

So the basis for striking is there, but the non-injurious striking.

“And those from whom you fear obstinate rebellion, then warn them, then abandon them in the beds, and strike them (lightly).”

But as it is said:  In order to get their intention, not one that causes injury, as we hear, some people break her hand, this is beating.

A man beating a woman?  Why not find a man and beat him?

The woman is weak.  She was created from a rib.  And the most curved part is the upper part.

Would you take a rib and be like ‘Antara’ (old Arab folk warrior).
You would break it.

You want to have patience, and hilm, and accomodating.  Be nice.

I heard from Shaikh Ibn Salih, may Allah have mercy on him, one Mashayakh, his wife died, somehow, and he married some young girl, 17 years old or so.

A person came, and said:  “I know that you are a firm and strong person.  You are a judge.  But listen, this strength and power, roll it up and leave it in the court house. ”

When you get to the house, take of your thinking and put it in your turban, and enter the house without your mind.

Your mind should be with her, accomadate her, be kind to her.  Take from her.  Your relationship will last.

But the firmness you have in court, if you bring it home, it will not last.

As the Prophet alayhi as salam said, “The best of you are those who are best to their wives.”

But some people, they force their minds.

“Men are the Qawaamoon”  caretakers and maintainers.

Why did Allah give them the Qawaammah?

Because they have the ability to bear with patience and forbear.

Unlike a woman.

Why does the man have the right to issue divorce?  Because he can keep patience.

On the breaking of a nail, if she can say, I divorced you.  

As the hadith says, “If she finds something she does not like, she says, “I have never seen any good in you.”

All the nights he took her out for entertainment, drinking tea in the parks, recreation, vacation, all of that.  It never happened.  Its erased.

Thus, “A do not strike the face.”

“And do not strike the face.”

They say not striking the face is honoring Adam, because Allah created humans and made their bodies upright, and honored the creation of their faces beyond that of any other creation.

“Laqad khalaqna al insaana fee ahsani taqweem.”

“And do not call her ugly (tuqabbih).”

Your hand, keep it away from her face.

And your tongue,  “make ugly” meaning to say:  “May Allah make your face ugly.”

“And do not tuqabbih.”

Because words, once they leave the leave a person’s mouth, and she heard it, and it affected her.

You can try to change the subject, and be humble, if you want good relations.
And they say, “Do not say, Allah make you ugly.”  No, But they ANY ugly words that hurt the woman, or if she heard from anyone else, that would hurt her, if she heard it from you, it is multiplied, 

Since she expects kind words from you, and a smile, and a kindness, 

Thus, do not strike the face, and do not ‘Tuqabbih’

“And do not abandon her, except in the house.”

So the abandonment is in the house, in the bed, or living room, or any other room.  There is distance.

But if you are in bed, and you place distance, or but a pillow between you, and she feels you have abandoned her, and it is the hardest on a woman that she feels you have abandoned her.

Since she does not feed you, the only thing that she has over you is this love.


As if she has lost her weapon.

Haroon ar Rashid says to a young girl:  If a 

Even if you are in a single room.  To be in a single room, on a different bed.
The best of women, if they make you angry, then you look at her, she smiles at you, all the anger goes away.

The strength of love is between them.

My brothers, two matters came to my mind.  Patience.

Hajjaj:  41:25 
And Allah knows best.

21:00
End of Lecture 32.
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