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Fiqh of Marriage:  Class Forty-Nine
الحمد لله و الصلاة و السلام على رسول الله و بعد:
These notes are based on the commentary of the Eminent Shaikh Atiyyah Muhammad Salaam given in Masjid an-Nabawi.
The Walima
The Hadith:
 عَنْ أَنَسِ بْنِ مَالِكٍ ( { أَنَّ اَلنَّبِيَّ ( رَأَى عَلَى عَبْدِ اَلرَّحْمَنِ بْنِ عَوْفٍ أَثَرَ 
صُفْرَةٍ , قَالَ : " مَا هَذَا ? " , قَالَ : يَا رَسُولَ اَللَّهِ ! إِنِّي تَزَوَّجْتُ اِمْرَأَةً عَلَى وَزْنِ نَوَاةٍ مِنْ ذَهَبٍ. فَقَالَ : " فَبَارَكَ اَللَّهُ لَكَ , أَوْلِمْ وَلَوْ بِشَاةٍ } مُتَّفَقٌ عَلَيْهِ , وَاللَّفْظُ لِمُسْلِمٍ 
Narrated Anas bin Malik: The Prophet alayhi salam saw the trace of yellow color on Abdurahman bin Auf, and asked, “What is this?”  He replied, “O Messenger of Allah, I have married a woman for a nawat (date stone weight) of gold.”  He said, “May Allah bless you!  Hold a wedding feast, even if with a sheep only.”  [Agreed upon, and the wording is Muslim’s]

The Explanation:

In this hadith, the Prophet alayhi salam saw a trace of yellow color on Abdurahman bin Auf, and this yellow color is forbidden for a man, but on the occasion of a wedding it is allowed.  

And some ulema said only that derived from saffron is forbidden, but other forms of yellow are permissable.

And it is narrated that the Leader of the Believers Umar saw on Abu Talha a robe dyed with a yellwish color, and he said, “What is this, I have heard that the Prophet alayhi salam forbade clothes that have been dyed.”
He replied, “O Messenger of Allah, it is not Saffron, it is Mughra (a type of wood used to dye).”  

Umar said, “You are from a group that people follow, and perhaps an ignorant person may see this on you, and think it is dye from saffron or flowers, and he will say, it is permissible and follow you.”

The point here is that Umar forbade those who are leaders from even coming close to what is forbidden out of fear of falling into what is forbidden.  

In this hadith, the Prophet alayhi salam saw traces of saffron on Abdurahman, and said, “What is this?”

He replied, “I got married to a woman from the Ansar.”

He said, “How much did you  give her for Mahr?”

He said, “A nawaat (date stone) of gold,” or “The weight of a date stone of gold.”

Nawwat could be a unit of currency.  Or a weight.

Some ulema say that the narration “the weight of a date stone” is not valid, since the date stones vary in size and weight, some dates are very large, and some dates have very tiny date stones inside, like a match stick, very thin.

And the rights of Shari’ah must be consistent, thus the correct narration is that a nawat was a unit of currency.

Some narrations mention a nawat of silver, and the Prophet alayhi salam said, “as if you chip silver off of this mountain.”  He was amazed.

After the Prophet alayi salam accepted his marriage and Mahr, he made dua’ for him for barakah in his marriage.
And he said, “Have a Walima, with even a sheep.”

This marriage actually signified the beginning of a new transition for Muslims, that which took place after the Hijra.

Abdurahman was a Muhajir.  And the Messenger  alayhi salam in the beginning used to build  relations between the Muhajireen and Ansar, and he made Abdurahman a brother to a man from the Ansar.

That man said to Abdurahman, “Look, I have two wives, see which one you would like to marry.  I will divorce her and you may marry her.”

This was before the Hijab was mandated.

And he said, “I have wealth, and I will split it in half with you.”

This offer of the Ansari shows the brotherhood of Islam, not due to blood relations, or mutual benefit, but due to the brotherhood of Islam.

And due to this brotherhood, the foundation was established for Muslims to spread Islam to the horizons of the world, and Allah granted success on their hands.

Abdurahman said, “May Allah bless you in your wives and may He bless your wealth.  Do you not have a marketplace?”

He said, “Yes.”

Abdurahman said, “Show me how to get to there.”

He set the example for a noble and successful businessman, who had great foresight.  He used to buy a camel and sell it the same day, even if he did not make any profit except through its hobbling cord.  He would consider that his profit for the day.

And he used to return to his family with yogurt and butter, and soon he was able to marry.

He gave her a Nawat of gold or silver, and some scholars say this currency is equal to 5 silver coins (dirhams).

The Prophet alayhi salam said, “Barakallahu laka, May Allah bless you.”

And this is the obligation upon Muslims, if they find a brother who has been given a blessing, that they invoke blessing for him.

Unlike what some people say, that extending congratulations on such occasions are bid’ah, and should not be done.
Here is the Prophet alayhi salam prayed for blessings on the occasion of a wedding, and as the common saying goes, “Marriage is the completion of the deen of a Muslim.”

“Have a Walima, if only with a sheep.”

This sheep, as some ulema say, is the very least that a person should have at the wedding banquet.  One sheep.

And the Arabs were shepherds, and they had sheep.  

But if they do not have that, sometimes the Prophet alayhi salam had a walima with butter and dates, or a handful of wheat.

But if a person is well to do, they should at least have a sheep.  This is the minimum.

And the maximum?  As we mentioned regarding the dowry, there is no fixed minimum or maximum.

But here is where the akhlaq and manners of the walima must be followed.  We are not talking about table manners.

We are talking about what Allah and the Messenger have legislated, and the condition is that the wedding feast should not be done to show off or for fame.  

For this reason, the hadith said, “The Walima on the first day is obligatory, on the second day is encouraged, on the third day is showing off, and whoever shows off, Allah will expose him.”

And it is narrated on Ubay bin Ka’ab that he had a walima for 8 days.  But we look at the nature of the circumstances and society.

Does his house accommodate all those who deserve to be invited, or does he need to separate them over a number of days, and if we gather all the guests, it would be the equivalent of a single wedding invitation.

The Walima is between to extremes, of exaggeration and laxity, stinginess and waste.

If what he is serving of sheep is enough for all the guests, and fulfills the need, and nothing is thrown out and wasted, then there is nor harm, as long as Allah has blessed him in his provision.  

And he does not take out debts in order to impress others.
If he is stingy and he has sheep, but he only serves one, and the husband and wife, the family of the husband, the bride’s family, the needy, need 10 sheep, and he says one only, this is greed.

If there is a small town, or a small family, and 2 or 3 sheep would suffice, but he slaughters 10.  They eat 3, and what will they do with 7?

In those days, they did not have freezers, and means of preserving food.

But today, we here about wedding banquets that are beyond excessive.

Thus the waleema should reflect the proper character and values.

And Waleema has two primary roles according to Shari’ah in the Islamic Society:

The first is:  Forming friendships and closeness between brothers.  And their sharing with the two spouses in their happiness.  This is important in society.

The second:  the angle that is foundational in the walima is to make the Society, and the neighborhood were the marital house shall be, witness over the contract that so and so has become the wife of so and so, and she has come to his house as his wife.

Here they are.

Whoever did not witness the contract sitting, but they have eaten and so and so who was a stranger to her husband, has now become his wife and partner.

Yesterday, if anyone of his family saw her entering his house, the would say, why did she come, what is she doing, what does she want.

All would want to criticize.  But now, tomorrow, after eating at the walima, and hearing, and seeing, and if he sees her leaving his house, they will say:  Why is she leaving?  Where is she going?  Why is she going out?
Thus, being present at the Walima is proof and cementing of the building of a new family in society, whose pillars are the two spouses.

This certification is more reliable than being certified in front of a judge or court, since this certificate might be lost, changed, fabricated, but all the dozens of people who have attended, and made duas for Baraka, they will not falsify or lose their testimony, and each of them will be witness to this brick in the building of society, and in their community.

And based upon his, the texts emphasize the importance of attending the Walima.

Thus, the Walima is from the necessities of Marriage, and it is a important part of making it known. 

As we have been commanded to beat to duff to hear, and cooking to see the smoke, and food, so that we touch and smell and taste, that is, all the senses share in the witnessing of the new honorable family.

And we have the study of the issue:  Is holding a Walima obligatory (Wajib) or encouraged (Mustahabb)?

This is a Fiqhi issue.

Some Fuqaha said it is Wajib, since the Prophet alayhi salam said, “Hold a Walima,” and this is a command.

How is that walima to be done, is another issue.  According to one’s means,etc.

And some Ulema say, no it is not Wajib, but it is Mustahabb, and from the completion of announcing the wedding.

But we shall see in the coming hadith that the strongest view is that it is Wajib.  But there might be some circumstances that lessen this obligation or remove it completely.
The Hadith:
وَعَنْ اِبْنِ عُمَرَ - رَضِيَ اَللَّهُ عَنْهُمَا- قَالَ : قَالَ رَسُولُ اَللَّهِ ( { إِذَا دُعِيَ أَحَدُكُمْ إِلَى اَلْوَلِيمَةِ فَلْيَأْتِهَا } مُتَّفَقٌ عَلَيْهِ (1357) .

وَلِمُسْلِمٍ : { إِذَا دَعَا أَحَدُكُمْ أَخَاهُ , فَلْيُجِبْ; عُرْسًا كَانَ أَوْ نَحْوَهُ }
 Narrated Ibn ‘Umar:  Allah’s Messenger said, “When one of you is invited to a wedding feast he must attend it.”  [Agreed upon]  Muslim has: “When one of you invites his brother, he must respond (attend) whether it is a wedding feast, or something similar.”

The Explanation:

This hadith of Ibn Umar, on the Prophet alayhi salam, “If one of you are invited to a walima.”

Thus a Walima has invitations.  And one who has not invited, does he have a right to attend?

No, he is not allowed.  

The hadith says, “Whoever enters a home seeking food, he enters with other angry with him, and leaves a thief.” 

Since he came without permission.  

But if he was not invited, but came with someone invited,  and whether he did not know where he was going, or not, and he stood by the door…

It is narrated that the Prophet alayhi salam was invited to an invitation, and a man come with him who was not invited, and they stood by the door of the one inviting, and the Prophet alayhi salam said, Salam, and he returned the Salam.  May I enter?  Enter.  “I have someone with me, do you give him permission to enter, to honor me and him, or should he go back.”

He said, “No let him come it O Messenger of Allah.”

And likewise, if a person knows his friend to be generous, and that he would accept for him to bring a friend along, then there is no harming in bringing someone else along.


But if he knows that he will be displeased, and not welcome him, then he should not bother him.

Thus, all of the subject of Walima revolves around social benefits and perfection of character.

End of Lecture 49.   13-8:12
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