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Fiqh of Marriage:  Class Fifty-Four
الحمد لله و الصلاة و السلام على رسول الله و بعد:
These notes are based on the commentary of the Eminent Shaikh Atiyyah Muhammad Salaam given in Masjid an-Nabawi.
The Walima
The Hadith:
وَعَنْهُ قَالَ : قَالَ رَسُولُ اَللَّهِ ( { إِذَا دُعِيَ أَحَدُكُمْ فَلْيُجِبْ ; فَإِنْ كَانَ صَائِمًا فَلْيُصَلِّ , وَإِنْ كَانَ مُفْطِرًا فَلْيُطْعَمْ } أَخْرَجَهُ مُسْلِمٌ 
Narrated Abu Hurayra:  The Prophet alayhi salam said, “If one of you is invited to a Walima, let him accept.  If he is fasting, let him pray.  And if he is not fasting, he should taste.”  Narrated by Muslim .  And in a narration, “And if we wishes he may eat, or leave it.”
The Explanation:

The word Waleema can be any type of food, and some of the ulema consider it food specifically for a wedding banquet.
Here the Prophet alayhi salam says, “If you are invited,”  meaning he is informed and requested to attend.  If one is not invited, he does not have to worry and is not responsible.

The Prophet alyhi salam said, “Let him respond,” i.e. the inviter, and the ‘laam’ in Arabic indicates wujoob.

And we find the wisdom of the Prophet alayhi salam, in that he explained the position of the one being invited, that if he is not fasting he should eat, and in some narrations, ‘if he likes eat, and if he likes leaves the food.’

The purpose is attending, and the food might not be fitting, or he has a special diet, or some situation prevents from eating.

In some narrations of the salaf, they said, “come and eat, if even one bite.”

The goal is to share.

What is best, to eat or leave.

If there is nothing to prevent him, it is better eat, since it is sharing in the joy and eating.  And it is not a matter of hunger or being full.

In the past, it was different.  

Malik said that there was a woman in Dhul Hulayfa and every Wednesday, she would bake some bread and place some butter on it and give it to students of knowledge.

The narrator says, we would eagerly await that day.

In those days, there was a great need for food.

And we mentioned that some are invited and they dislike it, and in some narrations, the rich are invited and the poor are not.

The best is to attend, and eat.  So that the host does not have a doubt, why did he not eat?  Was the food no good?  Is he doubtful of our income?

And from the excuses of not eating, if the inviter has the majority of income from haram.  Then the invited has the choice to eat or not.  But this is a high level.

But normally it is better to eat, but it is not required to eat to one’s full.

The second part of the hadith, “If he is fasting, let him make Salaah.”

Salah linguistically means dua’.  And it is said all the names of Shariah originate in linguistically, by extra actions.

The Salah is all dua, with added sajdah and ruku’.  Even the Fatiha.  Even the ruku’, sujood, the “The closest one is to Allah is in Sajdah, so strive in it.”

Even in the end, before tasleem, is dua.

So Salah is dua’, with some added characteristics, like ruku’, sujood.

Saum, likewise, means “withholding,” Maryam said, “I am fasting, and will not speak anyone today.”

And the poet said, “The horse is fasting, Saaim,” i.e. not running, but standing.

But Saum in Shar’ is by adding the restriction of time, in a specific time, from specific things, with intention, since all Shariah.

Like wise Zakah, increase and growth.

Hajj, visiting the noble places.

“Whoever is fasting, let him ‘Yasalee’.”

The scholars say, if a word is mentioned, should we follow the linguistic meaning, or the religious meaning that has become common?

Here, does, Salah mean dua’ or the prayer that is well known.

The scholars of Usul say, look at the speaker.

Is the speaker a linguist?  If so we follow the linguisitic meaning.

Or is he a Faqeeh or Legislator?  If so, we follow the fiqhi meaning. 


But here the Prophet alayhi salam is the Imam of Arabic language, and he is the legislator.
So both are in him.  What did the Prophet intend with his speech, linguistics, or Shariah?  Shariah so we follow the shariah meaning.

If the food is served, he should say, “I am fasting.”  So that he presents the excuse to the host.  Then he can go aside and pray two rakaats.  This is following the Shariah meaning.
And the scholars state, the prayer is alongside eating, when he finishes his prayer, the finish food.  And when he prays, Allah sends down his barakah in the house, and the host will be pleased by his attending.

There are some narrations, and ulema, who say ‘fal yada’oo’ meaning make dua for the host.

What is important is attending, even for the fasting person who will not eat.

Some state:  Why is he fasting?  Wajid, Qadaa’, kafarah, or for an oath.  Then he must continue to fast.  Since this is fard ‘ayn.

But if it is an optional fast, is it better to break the fast or keep it?  They say breaking it is better, since the hadith, “The one doing an optional action is in charge (amir) of himself.”

And the Prophet alayhi salam would ask, “Is there anything to eat? If not, I am not fasting.”

The majority say if he breaks, it is allowed and it is not required to make it up.  Making up an optional prayer is optional.  Other than Abu Hanifa, who rules by the verse, “Do not cancel out your actions,” and he said it is required to make it up.

“And if he is not fasting, let him taste.”  Not eat.  The difference, the scholars say, tasting is just putting it on the tongue, and this counts.  Even one bite.

But eat means eating more than this.

The Prophet alayhi salam is indicating that the goal is sharing, and that the host will be satisfied that you did not leave his food.

In another version, if he likes, eat, otherwise leave it.

We have two points here.  One is attending that invitation.  The second is eating, which is left to choice.

The point here is not poverty or richness, it is company, and bearing witness to the new family, the goal is not eating etc, although this is done.

It is to prevent the feeling that he is not respected, or there is doubts about him, and in order to make his feelings happy, and prevent differences and distancing amongst the Muslims.
The Hadith:

وَعَنْ اِبْنِ مَسْعُودٍ ( قَالَ : قَالَ رَسُولُ اَللَّهِ ( { طَعَامُ الْوَلِيمَةِ أَوَّلَ يَوْمٍ حَقٌّ , وَطَعَامُ يَوْمِ اَلثَّانِي سُنَّةٌ, وَطَعَامُ يَوْمِ اَلثَّالِثِ سُمْعَةٌ ، وِمَنْ سَمَّعَ سَمَّعَ اللهُ بِهِ " " } رَوَاهُ اَلتِّرْمِذِيُّ وَاسْتَغْرَبَهُ , وَرِجَالُهُ رِجَالُ اَلصَّحِيحِ
Narrated Ibn Masud:  Allah’s Messenger said, “The food of Walima on the first day is a duty, on the second is a Sunnah, on the third is showing off.  Whoever does something to show off, Allah will expose him (in the hereafter).”  [Reported by Tirmidhi]
The Explanation:

The Prophet alayhi salam divided the days of Walima into three:  The first is obligatory, meaning Sunnah mu’akkadah, the second is Sunnah.  Sunna here means linguistically the way and custom of the people, i.e. a social norm.  No harm.
And the third day, is ‘showing off.  And whoever shows off, Allah will expose him.”

Here the ulema pause, and Bukhari has a chapter on the 7 days of waleema.  How can this be?  And the Prophet alayhi salam said the third day is showing off.

The third day is trying to show off  (sum’ah) by letting the people here about it.

But if the third day, it is free of making people hear about it, but due to lack of space, there is more days, this is allowed.

With the condition that on the second day, no one from the first day is invited, and on the third, no one before, since the goal here is to honor the most people and not announce and show off.

Therefore, the 7 days in the title of Bukhari, and the narrator says, “When my father married, he had a walima for 7 days.”  And Zaid bin Thabit and Ubay ibn Ka’ab attended.  And it is not possible for them to attending something showing off, since showing off is forbidden.

The scholars agree that adding days is allowed to invite more people.

Today they have halls, and this is no longer an issue, since no matter how many relatives there are, we can fit them in this halls.

This Halls have positive and negative aspects:  They hold more people, and the tables and settings and furniture is provided, so it is easier for the host. 

But the negative aspect is the cost.

In some Muslim countries, Masjids have halls that provided a space for people, with the plates, settings, tables etc.

But some people say do not like that.  They say it is the same old tables and settings, and I want something fancy.
And the wedding halls are of different types.  1500, up to 20000, and up.  The less is more liked.

And in the old days, many houses were built around a patio, and it can hold many people.  It would accommodate enough people.  If they needed more space, the neighbors would open there homes for the neighbors.

This cooperative effort would be in place of halls, and it was free.

It also was a means of security.

And if they prayed Isha, they would close the door, and no one could enter, and it was like a fortress, and neighbors could still visit each other.

What is important is that the status of people was helping each other out, and they did not need to have many days.

They would separate the men and women, at separate times.  Perhaps lunch and dinner, women first or men first.

This was the best way of helping each other, and saving the effort of many events.

The first day of waleema is haqq, Sunnah muakkadah, the second is a habit that is acceptable, the third is Sum’ah, showing off, but if it is need for space it is allowed.

The Hadith:

وَعَنْ صَفِيَّةَ بِنْتِ شَيْبَةَ قَالَتْ : { أَوْلَمَ اَلنَّبِيُّ ( عَلَى بَعْضِ نِسَائِهِ بِمُدَّيْنِ مِنْ شَعِيرٍ } أَخْرَجَهُ اَلْبُخَارِيُّ
Narrated Safiyya, the daughter of Shaiba:  The Prophet alayhi salam held a wedding feast for one of his wives with two Mudd (handfuls) of barely. [Reported by Bukhari]

The Explanation:

Two Mudd, it is the kafarah of breaking an oath, feeding 10 poor, each one getting two mudd.
Then how can one hold a waleema with two mudd!?

Ibn Hajr states that this woman married by the Prophet alayhi salam was Umm Salama.

Umm salam says when the Prophet alayhi salam married her, she said I got a jar with some grains of barley, (not mudd or half mudd), and I made flour from it, and I melted some fat and put on it, and placed it in a small tray, and baked it.  The Prophet alayhi salam ate it and went to sleep.
Did he eat by himself?  He must have had guests.

And it is narrated that Ali had a walima for Fatima, with a walima that was not seen before.  His armor was held in pledge with a Jew.  He had two sa’ah of barley (8 mudd).   (This was never seen before!)

And Anas narrates that the Prophet alayhi salam had a walima like none before for Zainab, with a  sheep.  As if this is the greatest limit for a walima.

And we spoke about Safiyya bin Huwii, in Khaibar, he traveled 3 days, and consummated the marriage, by creating a house for her, this was the life of the Bedouins, when man got married, he needed to make a new house. 

So after 3 days, he had the walima for Safiyya, which was made with yogurt and butter and dates.  There wasn’t even bread or barley.  And some narrations say, “there was no bread or barley.”

So Umm Salama, in this hadith was 2 Mudd, and she says, a few grains in a jar.
But realistically, is this possible, to have a waleema with a few grains of barley?
If we saw for anyone else, it is not possible.  But the Prophet alayhi salam had Baraka would increase those 2 mudd to make it enough for a waleema.
And Jabar in the battle of Khandaq, he had a sa’a of barely, and a small sheep, no more than 10 kg, and made food for the Prophet alayhi salam.  And when Jaber saw the Prophet alayhi salam had a stone on his stomach.  He whispered to him, “We have a few bites for you and your companions,” the closest to him Abu bakr, Umar, Abu Hurayra, who was hungry….

The Prophet alayhi salam had an announcer call out to the whole army.  Jaber was surprised, and entered his home, and told his wife.  His wife said, “Did you tell him how much we have?”  He said, yes.  She said, “Did you invite or him.”  He said, “He did.”  She said, do not worry.

They entered 10 by 10, and the food in the pot was as it was.  In the End, the Prophet alayhi salam said, come Jaber.  You and I have not eaten, until then he did not eat.  They both ate.  Then he called Jaber’s wife and said, “Eat, and give in Sadaqa, since there is need amongst the people.”

To understand this hadith, 2 mudd, it is possible.

Waleema is not to be known, but make people witness.  If a person has a 4 or 5 sons and daughters,  and invited his grand kids, and had half a sheep, there is nothing to blame him fore. 

And the Prophet alayhi salam had 2 mudd, Ali had 2 Sa’ah, and they did not have a lot of people, but we invite a large number.  If one has that much, no harm.

There was a son who married, and only had one sheep.  The father came and gave his son the check for the amount of a normal wedding, to help them in their new marriage.  I believe if this is done, no one should blames the family or say they are stingy.  And Allah knows best.

End of Lecture 54.   14-10:40
PAGE  
1

