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Fiqh of Taharah:  Class Forty-Eight
الحمد لله و الصلاة و السلام على رسول الله و بعد:
These classes are based upon the commentary of the eminent Shaikh Atiyya Muhammad Saalam, given in Masjid an-Nabawi, in Madinah al-Munawwrah.  

The Hadith:

وَعَنْ أَبِي هُرَيْرَةَ ( قَالَ: قَالَ رَسُولُ اَللَّهِ ( { مَنْ غَسَّلَ مَيْتًا فَلْيَغْتَسِلْ, وَمَنْ حَمَلَهُ فَلْيَتَوَضَّأْ } أَخْرَجَهُ أَحْمَدُ, وَالنَّسَائِيُّ, وَاَلتِّرْمِذِيُّ وَحَسَّنَه ُ  .

وَقَالَ أَحْمَدُ: لَا يَصِحُّ فِي هَذَا اَلْبَابِ شَيْءٌ.
Narrated Abu Huraira:  The Prophet alayhi salam said:  “Whoever washes a dead person should perform ghusl (ritual shower).  And whoever carries it should peform wudu.” [Narrated by Ahmad and Nisaai]

The Explanation:

The Four Imams do not consider it obligatory on the one who performs the ritual washing of the deceased to perform ghusl.  Nor do they consider it obligatory for the one who carried the deceased to perform wudu.

And the hadith, “Whoever washes a deceased person, let him perform ghusl.”

If we were to assume it is authentic, it is not because the ritual washing of the deceased actually causes major impurity, but in consideration of what might have touched him of impure water that was used to wash the deceased.

And normally a dead person in this state has impurities on his body that must be washed.  And in order to be on the safe side with regard to cleanliness, and purification, and not due to a state of impurity (hadath) caused by washing the deceased.

And the second part:  “and whoever carries a dead person, let him perform wudu.”

‘whoever carries’ means after one carries the dead, he should perform wudu.  But the Jumhoor said no, what is meant is when one ‘intends’ to carry a dead person , they should perform wudu.  

This is similar to the words of the Prophet alayhi salam, “Whoever enters the bathroom should say…” i.e. intends to enter the bathroom.  Because after entering the bathroom he should not mention Allah.

And the verse of Allah, “Whoever reads the Qur’an let him seek refuge in Allah…” i.e. whoever intends to read…

So whoever intends to carry the dead should perform Wudu.  Why?

They say that if they take the dead body to be prayed over in the Masjid, the carriers of the bier should be the first ones who are prepared to pray for it.

And if they are going to pray, they should be ready for prayer by having made wudu ahead of time.
And it is mentioned in the Muwatta of Imam Malik, in the chapter on washing the dead:  That Asma the wife of Abu Bakr as Siddiq, when he passed away, she was the one who washed him.
Then she went out amongst the people, and she said, what do you think, I have washed Abu Bakr, and today is extremely cold, is it required upon me to perform ghusl?

They all said, “No.”  

This is agreement from all of the Sahaba, that there is no ghusl that is required for washing a deceased person.

Passed on this,as was mentioned by Imam Ahmed, that there is no authentic hadith in this chapter.

Thus, the weakness of this hadith suffices to not apply it’s obligation, but we may still follow the general advice of the hadith if we were to assume that it may be authentic.
And Allah knows best.

The Hadith:

وَعَنْ عَبْدِ اَللَّهِ بْنِ أَبِي بَكْرٍ رَحِمَهُ اَللَّهُ; { أَنَّ فِي اَلْكِتَابِ اَلَّذِي كَتَبَهُ
رَسُولُ اَللَّهِ ( لِعَمْرِو بْنِ حَزْمٍ: أَنْ لَا يَمَسَّ اَلْقُرْآنَ إِلَّا طَاهِرٌ } رَوَاهُ مَالِكٌ مُرْسَلاً, وَوَصَلَهُ النَّسَائِيُّ, وَابْنُ حِبَّانَ, وَهُوَ مَعْلُولٌ.
Narrated Abdullah bin Abi Bakr:  The book written by Allah’s Messenger for Amr bin Hazm also contained: “none except a Tahir person whould touch the Qur’an.”  [Reported by Malik as a Mursal hadith]
And Allah knows best.

End of Class 48.
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