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Fiqh of Taharah:  Class Forty-Nine
الحمد لله و الصلاة و السلام على رسول الله و بعد:
These classes are based upon the commentary of the eminent Shaikh Atiyya Muhammad Saalam, given in Masjid an-Nabawi, in Madinah al-Munawwrah.  

The Hadith:
وَعَنْ عَائِشَةَ رَضِيَ اَللَّهُ عَنْهَا قَالَتْ: { كَانَ رَسُولُ اَللَّهِ ( يَذْكُرُ اَللَّهَ عَلَى كُلِّ أَحْيَانِهِ } 
رَوَاهُ مُسْلِمٌ, وَعَلَّقَهُ اَلْبُخَارِيّ
Narrated Aisha:  “The Messenger of Allah used to mention Allah at all times.”  [Reported by Muslim]

The Explanation:

The Author brings this hadith of the Mother of the Believers Aisha, may Allah be pleased with her, that the Messenger of Allah, alayhi salam, used to make mention of Allah at all times.

And the Author wanted to, when we know that it is forbidden to touch a Mushaf except for the one who has Wudu, one might assume from this ruling that one should not make remembrance of Allah when one does not have wudu.

The Author then brings this hadith of Aisha to remove this misconception.
And all scholars agree that the remembrance of Allah, from saying Subhanallah, and Alhamdulillah, and sending peace and blessings on the Prophet alayhi salam, and making istighfaar, is permissible for every Muslim, even if he does not have wudu, i.e. he is in a state of minor impurity.

And remembrance of Allah includes recitation of the Quran, but it is an exception from the general ruling on Dhikr, due to what will come in the Chapter of Ghusl, narrated by Ali, the exception:

“He used to read the Qur’an in all states, as long as he was not in a state of Janaaba (major impurity).”

If he was Junub, then no, he would not read even one letter.

The recitation of the Quran is an exception from the dhikr mentioned in this hadith, and he recited Qur’an at all times, provided he was not Junub.

And Aisha’s words, “remembered Allah at all times”, it is said means most of the time, as Allah ta’lah states:  “Those who remember Allah standing, sitting, and on their sides.”

This means, most of the time, that they are remembering Allah at every time.
But this general text is specified by certain times and places where it is not appropriate to mention Allah at all.

For example, as it is mentioned regarding answering the call of nature, it is not permissible for a person to mention Allah while answering the call of nature, or even when entering the restroom, even if he is not going to answer the call of nature.

And likewise, during spousal relations, during these times, it is not permissible for a person to mention Allah, but before taking on the action, it is permissible.

Because it is mentioned that if he entered the bathroom, i.e. intended to enter the bathroom, he said:  Allahumma innee audhubika min al khubthi (or khubuthi) wal khabaaith.

Khubth is the plural of khabeeth (masculine), and khabaaith is the plural of khabeetha (feminine).
It is said that khubth means other than good, and khubuth means types of devils.

The Prophet alayhi salam used to seek refuge in Allah from these types of devils before entering in the restroom.

More than this, the Prophet alayhi salam forbade, if two men are answering the call of nature, to speak to each other.

And we shall see in the Chapter on Manners of Answering the Call of Nature, that (Allah detests that).

Thus whoever has broken his wudu, it is not forbidden for him to make Dhikr of Allah.  This is what caused the narrator to narrate this hadith of Aisha, may Allah be pleased with her.

Another issue that we need to speak about is:  The Chapter regarding the merit of making Wudu in order to make Dhikr of Allah.

It is meritorious, but not obligatory.  The one whose wudu is broken is not forbidden from Dhikr, but it is better.

And the evidence they give is that the Prophet alayhi salam was walking with some people, and left and answered the call of nature (urinated) away from the people, then he met someone in the street who gave him salaam, but the Prophet alayhi salam did not return the salam, until he came to a wall and performed taymum with it, then he returned the salam and said, “I disliked mentioning Allah without being in the state of Wudu.”
For this reason, the scholars agree that if a person intends to sit down in order to make dhikr of Allah, between him and Allah, it is better for him to be in a state of Wudu.

And based upon this, the scholars state that Wudu is:

Sometimes obligatory.

Recommended for optional worship (Dhikr) 

Recommended before sleeping in Janabah

Recommended in between intimate relations with one’s wife

Sometimes recommended in and of itself, to be in a state of purification,
Sometimes, recommended on top of a wudu one already has, light upon light.
It is obligatory for obligatory acts of worship, for Salaat and Tawaaf. 
This is agreed upon.  And for touching the Mushaf, and it is recommended for remembrance of Allah.

And likewise, they say this regarding what is related to spousal relations, the Prophet alayhi salam said, “If one of you has relations with his spouse, and he wants to return a second time, let him perform wudu between them.”

And some narrations state:  “It is more energizing for the return.”  Water gives the body energy.

And likewise, in other places, such as if a Junub person wants to sleep before making Ghusl.

It has been narrated in the Sunan of Ibn Majah that it is recommended that he perform Wudu before sleeping.

And it is narrated in some narrations that if he was Junub and slept without performing wudu that the Prophet alayhi salam said, “I fear that if he died that Jibreel would not attend to him,” that is what is mentioned in the narration.

Thus if a person wants to return to his wife, he should make wudu, some Fuqaha posit the question, “What is the type of Wudu that is only broken through sexual relations?”

This wudu, that is between the two sexual encounters with one’s wife.  If he did any other actions that normally breaks the wudu between the two relations, he does not need another wudu.

Because, at origin he is not in a state of Wudu, he is Junub. 

If he had relations, then made wudu, then broke the wudu through the means that normaly break wudu, and wanted to return to his wife, we do not say he needs to perform another wudu if he wants to return.
This type of wudu does not break except through relations.  If he wanted to return to relations a third time after this second time, he should perform another wudu.

Because his wudu ended through relations with his wife.

And there is Wudu upon wudu, as was mentioned when we spoke about wudu from the meat of camel.  And when speaking of the meat of sheep, he said, make wudu if you like, i.e. make wudu over your first wudu.
And also making wudu whenever one breaks it.

And it has been narrated in the story of the Israa and Miraaj, that the Prophet alayhi salam when he entered Paradise, he heard the sound of sandals walking in front of him.  He said, who is this?  It was Bilal.

When he returned to the earth, he asked Bilal:  “What is it that caused you to walk in front of me in Paradise O Bilal?”

He said, “By Allah, I do not remember doing anything that would cause me to walk in front of you, except one thing that I remember:  I did not break wudu except that I renewed it, and I did not perform wudu except that I always prayed 2 Rakats after it.”

This is what is called Sunnah of Wudu, which is done at all times except the prohibited times, according to the Jumhoor.

Imam Shafii says that one can make prayers during the prohibited times if they have a Sabab or immediate cause.  And he considered performance of Wudu from the causes that permit prayer doing the prohibited times.

He considered this prayer since it gives a person to pray with that new wudu.

So there are the places where wudu is obligatory:  In order to perform an Ibaadah (act of worship) that are obligatory, such as Salah and Tawah.

And we mentioned the places where wudu is recommended:  for dhikr, sleep, and between relations.
And it is recommended to always have wudu in the first place, as the common saying:  Wudu is the weapon of the believer.
With the meaning, that if he has wudu, and is walking in his normal activities, and confronts an issue or hardship that is difficult for him, and he called on Allah, it would be more likely to be answered because he is in a state of Wudu.

There are the places, beloved brothers, where Wudu is obligatory, and where it is recommended.

It may be recommended due to some reason, or it may be recommended simply to remain in a state of Taharah (Purfication).
Or it may be recommended to repeat a wudu in addition to one already made, as it is called in some narrations, “Light upon Light.”
And Allah knows best.

End of Class 49.  
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