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Fiqh of Taharah:  Class Fifty-Six
الحمد لله و الصلاة و السلام على رسول الله و بعد:
These classes are based upon the commentary of the eminent Shaikh Atiyya Muhammad Saalam, given in Masjid an-Nabawi, in Madinah al-Munawwrah.  

The Hadith:
وَعَنْ سَلْمَانَ ( قَالَ: { لَقَدْ نَهَانَا رَسُولُ اَللَّهِ ( "أَنْ نَسْتَقْبِلَ اَلْقِبْلَةَ بِغَائِطٍ أَوْ بَوْلٍ, أَوْ أَنْ نَسْتَنْجِيَ بِالْيَمِينِ, أَوْ أَنْ نَسْتَنْجِيَ بِأَقَلَّ مِنْ ثَلَاثَةِ أَحْجَارٍ, أَوْ أَنْ نَسْتَنْجِيَ بِرَجِيعٍ أَوْ عَظْمٍ" } رَوَاهُ مُسْلِم .
Narrated Salman:  Allah’s Messenger alayhi salam forbade us to face the Qibla when defecating or urinating, or to clean ourselves using the right hand, or to clean ourselves with less than 3 stones, or to clean ourselves with dung or a bone. [Reported by Muslim]
The Explanation:

These are a number of manners relating to answering the call of nature.  And by Allah, if you gathered all the books related to manners, arts and poetry, whether it were  Jahilly poetry, or modern writings in the most civilized nations on earth, you would not find anything like these manners recorded among them.

This is from the high character and nature of Islam, and its training and upbringing of the individual in the highest of aspirations and avoiding that which is not befitting.

Salman says:  “The Prophet alayhi salam forbade us” and the word forbade indicates that something is haram, unless there is a text to indicate that it is makrooh, :
The first thing he forbade, is:  facing the qibla while defecating or urinating, 

But how does it harm the kaaba, the direction of the qibla, whether we face towards it or away from it?

That action is as if it is humiliating the status of the qibla, and the qibla is from the greatest of sanctities to a Muslim, because he faces it each day 5 times, facing it with honor, respect, and dignity.

When a pilgrim reaches Makkah, and enters the Masjid, standing by the door, and he sees the kaa’ba, he says, “O Allah, increase this house in honor, sanctity, respect, loftiness, and safety.  And honor those who honor it” etc.

Thus, the Muslim, as we have mentioned previously, regards things via reason, and via emotions.  The mind says, it does not matter whether to face towards it or away, but the feelings say, that qibla which you make the direction of prayer facing Allah, should be honored, so do not face it while defecating or urinating.

There are other narrations that say, do not face away from it.  This was for the people of Madina since if they faced away from the qibla, they would be facing Bayt al Maqdis, which was our qibla at one time.
This is because Makkah, Madina, and Bayt al Maqdis (Jerusalem) are all on the same longitudinal line, and one can see in Masjid qiblatayn, that the two qiblas are directly opposite of each other, one wall facing the other.

This issue of facing the qibla, is it general for all circumstances, or is there a text that makes this prohibition more specific?

We know the text that says if one answers the call, he should go far away from the people. 

Does this mean that this prohibition applies outdoors and indoors, or just one of them?  

 Shawkani mentions approximately 10 opinions on this issue, and this is for the student of knowledge to look at them with their evidence.

But in summary, there are those who say the prohibition is specifically for people outdoors, who do not have a barrier between them and the qibla.

Their proof is that Abdullah ibn Umar was traveling, got down from his camel, and covered himself by it facing the qibla, then urinated.

It was said, did not the Prophet alayi salam forbid facing the qibla while answering the call of nature?  He said, “Yes, unless there is a barrier between you, then there is no harm.”

This hadith of Salman is specific for those outdoors.  But what about the restrooms indoors, the Jumhoor say it is still better to avoid facing towards the qibla or away from it, in accordance to the general meaning of the hadith.
But some say, as long as you in a building, and there is a barrier, then no harm.

But facing towards it outdoors, or away from it if someone is on the line between Madina and quds, is forbidden.

But if he is east or west or Madina, then facing away from the qibla is okay, since one will not be facing Bayt al Maqdis (Masjid al Aqsa).  As in the hadith, “Face east or west.”

The hadith then about facing away is specific for those in the area of Hijaz or Madina,

“or cleanse with the right,” 

as was mentioned, since it is degrading the right hand, except in the case of one who cannot use the left.  Then he is excused, as the scholars state:  “Ad darooraat tubeehu al  mahdhuraat.” Or “Necessities permit the impermissible.”

“or cleanse with less than three stones”

Here, the number, is it intended itself, or is what is intended that which will cleanse the area.

The dhariyya (literalists) say that it must be 3 stones, while the Jumhoor say that if one had a large stone with three facets, it would suffice.


Because the goal is not the number itself, but the emphasis on the need of cleansing that place.  
Another example is the expiation for breaking an oath, which is feeding ten poor people.  Is what is intended exactly ten poor, or the amount of food that would suffice then people? Or if we gave the food for ten to 2 or 3 poor it would suffice.  What is meant is the amount, so that if we give the amount of food for ten, it would suffice for expiation.
That is also the case here, such that if 2 stones were used that allowed 3 wipes, or even 1, it would suffice.  

Other than the view of the dhahiriyya.

“or to cleanse with dung or bone.”

If stones are not available, the hadith indicates what is prohibited for use.  

The reason for this, is in the hadith of Ibn Masud, who said the Prophet alayhi salam asked him for 3 stones, and he could only find 2 and a dung, but the Prophet alayhi salam kept the stones and threw the away the dung.

Some narrations say, “Get me something else, since it is filth (najass).”  The impurity cannot be removed by impurity.

And he also forbade using bone, and by analogy the scholars say anything used as food.

Some narrations state that if a person throws away a bone and says bismillah, Allah clothes it with flesh for the believing Jinns to eat.

And in some narrations when a group of Jinns asked the Prophet alayhi salam for provision, he said, “You can take provision from the dung of the beasts of the Muslims, it will return to what it was before the beast at it.  If it was dung from barely, it will return to barley.  And from the bones, Allah will cause the flesh to return to it.

Some ulema say the prohibition of using bones is due to the fact that its is food for the believing Jinns.

Others say, no, the reason is that if the edge of a bone is used, it is sharp and can cause injury.  And if the middle of a bone is used, it is smooth and cannot clean.  

Thus, anything that is hard and smooth cannot be used to cleanse.  Such as a glass, or ivory, or smooth stone, it will not suffice.

And vice versa, anything that resembles a stone, in roughness and softness, then it suffices.  If there is rough cloth, such as wool, it suffices, but smooth cloth like silk will not.  Since it will not cleanse.

And if there is rough paper, such as toilet paper, it suffices.

Thus, it is forbidden to cleanse using anything that is honorable, whether it is food for humans, or jinns.

What is food for humans should be honored, and should not be wasted, and caused to mix with impurities.  He shouldn’t use dates, or apples, or pomegranites, all these things are forbidden to use to cleanse in this case.

The Hadith:
وَلِلسَّبْعَةِ مِنْ حَدِيثِ أَبِي أَيُّوبَ ( { لَا تَسْتَقْبِلُوا اَلْقِبْلَةَ بِغَائِطٍ وَلَا بَوْلٍ,و لا تستدبروا، وَلَكِنْ شَرِّقُوا أَوْ غَرِّبُوا }
Narrated Abu Ayub:  Allah’s Messenger said, “Neither face nor turn your back to the Qibla while defecating or urinating, but turn towards the east or the west.” [Reported by the Seven]
The Explanation:

The hadith of Salman in the beginning, only referred to facing, but this hadith of Abu Ayub also speaks of facing away.  

Abu Ayub travled to Syria, and he said, “We found the toilets built facing the qibla, so we used to deviate, and seek Allah’s forgiveness.”

The seat is facing the qibla, and he is forced to face it, but while sitting he deviates east or west slightly, since he is unable to avoid the qibla all together.

In other narrations, he says, he avoided those places since they faced the qibla.

But the words, “We sought Allah’s forgivness” indicates that what is correct is that they deviated, but could not face east or west entirely so the sought Allah’s forgiveness.

Other said, what is meant is they sought Allah’s forgiveness for those who built the toilets in that way.  They went away, and made istighfaar for those people who built them.

Although some say the prohibition of facing the qibla was abrogated, due to Jabir’s narration that he saw the Prophet alayhi salam urinating that way a year before his death, the majority state that it is best to avoid it, even in houses with a barrier.

Here, the scholars state that those brothers who build homes should take into account during construction this affair, not make toilets while sitting them, facing the qibla, but rather they should face away.  This is safer and away from any differences of opinion, and brings ease to the soul.
The Hadith:

وَعَنْ عَائِشَةَ رَضِيَ اَللَّهُ عَنْهَا; أَنَّ اَلنَّبِيَّ ( قَالَ: { مَنْ أَتَى اَلْغَائِطَ فَلْيَسْتَتِرْ } رَوَاهُ أَبُو دَاوُد َ 
Narrated Aisha:  “Whoever goes to relieve himself should conceal himself.”  [Narrated by Abu Dawud]

The Explanation:

This is from the manners of answering the call of nature.  He should not let passers by see him.  In some hadith say, even if he builds up some sand, or uses the leaves of a palm tree.  Or a tree, or anything else.

Some people say that the thobe is covering from behind, but it may be tight, or few can do that.  And Allah knows best.

The Hadith:
وَعَنْهَا; { أَنَّ اَلنَّبِيَّ ( كَانَ إِذَا خَرَجَ مِنْ اَلْغَائِطِ قَالَ: "غُفْرَانَكَ" } أَخْرَجَهُ اَلْخَمْسَةُ. وَصَحَّحَهُ أَبُو حَاتِمٍ, وَالْحَاكِم ُ  .
Narrated ‘Aisha:  Whenever the Prophet alayhi salam came out from the place of answering the call of nature he used to say, “Ghufranak!” or “O Allah, grant me your forgiveness.” [Narrated by the Five]

The Explanation:

We have finished with the manners related to how and where the person should be when answering the call of nature.

This hadith says, ‘kaan’ ‘The Prophet alayhi salam used to’ meaning it was a continuous action.

When he entered, he said, “Alahumma inee audhubika min al khubthi wal khabaaith” and now, when he leaves, “ghufranak”.

“I seek your forgivness,”  but seeking forgivness is due to a sin.  But what is the sin here, that he asks for forgivness.

The scholars searched for the reason for the Prophet alayhi salam saying these.  Some of them said, the Prophet alayhi salam used to make dhikr of Allah all the time, even the common Muslims remembers Allah, “Standing, sitting, and on their sides,” so he even more so.

But in the restroom, he was unable to make dhikr of Allah, for the time while he was there, so when he leaves, he considers the time that he refrained from making dhikr of Allah as if it is a shortcoming?

Why is this a shortcoming?  We ate too much, and needed to use the restroom, and then could not make dhikr of Allah.  We were busy with food and drink and this caused us to become busy from the dhikr of Allah.

Others said, every person has been blessed with health and food, and good rizq, and ate and enjoyed, and benefited in his body, then the excess of this food, after the benefit has been removed, and the waste is expelled, then these are many blessings.  The blessing of food, and the removal of the harm of the food are blessings.
It is said that one of the kings entered upon some ascetics, and said, “What do you desire?”  They said, “What do you have?”  He said, “Anything you want.”  They said, “All that you have is not even worth a glass of water, or one urination.”  He said, “How is this?”  They said, “If you were in a desert, dying of thirst, would you give your kingdom for a glass of water?” “Yes.”  “And if you drank it, and the urine was stuck inside of you, and you need to remove it, and it was said, give your kingdom to get it out, would you give it?”  “Yes.”  “So your kingdom is not worth a glass or water, or one urination.”  

And from here, from the greatest blessings of Allah is health, and good provisions, and enjoying food and getting the benefit from it, and the blessings of removing it.  

If it is retained inside, I have seen a person by Allah, 40 years ago, who could not remove what was inside, and was walking in the streets screaming, and the people were unable to provide any cure for him.

These blessings, they say the Prophet alayhi salam felt it, the health, the rizq, the benefit of it, and removing the harm of it, all this blessings are what a person cannot thank Allah enough for it, so he seeks forgivness since he cannot give enough Ibaadah to equal all these blessings.

Ghufranak, either since he could not make dhikr of Allah during that time, or he felt the shortcoming of thanking Allah for those blessings of Rizq and health.

And this is a reminder for all of us, to feel Allah’s blessings upon us, and always we ask Allah to let us recognize His blessings, even if it is drinking a glass of water, or removing urine from the body.  Since entering, or exiting, it is a blessing from Allah.
Allah knows best.
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