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Fiqh of Taharah:  Class Forty-Seven
الحمد لله و الصلاة و السلام على رسول الله و بعد:
These classes are based upon the commentary of the eminent Shaikh Atiyya Muhammad Saalam, given in Masjid an-Nabawi, in Madinah al-Munawwrah.  

The Hadith:

وَعَنْ جَابِرِ بْنِ سَمُرَةَ رَضِيَ اَللَّهُ عَنْهُمَا; { أَنَّ رَجُلاً سَأَلَ اَلنَّبِيَّ ( أَتَوَضَّأُ مِنْ لُحُومِ اَلْغَنَمِ? قَالَ: إِنْ شِئْتَ قَالَ: أَتَوَضَّأُ مِنْ لُحُومِ اَلْإِبِلِ ? قَالَ: نَعَمْ } أَخْرَجَهُ مُسْلِم
Narrated Jabir bin Samura:  A man asked the Prophet alayhi salam, “Should I perform  wudu after eating lamb?”  He replied, “If you wish.”  

He then asked, “Should I perform ablution after eating camel meat?”  The Prophet alayhi salam said, “Yes.”  [Narrated by Muslim]

The Explanation:

We spoke last time as an introduction to the ruling of making wudu from camel meat.  We mentioned that the differentiation between the ruling of camel meat and sheep meat, if we do not understand the Hikmah (wisdom) we accept it and we are on the truth, and if the wisdom becomes apparent to us, we increase in our faith and certainty.

Here, from the angle of Fiqh, what could be the reason behind making wudu from this type of meat?

All the scholars of hadith, from the Authors of the 6 Sunan, and others, agree that whoever eats the meat of a camel must perform wudu.  They are in agreement on it.
As for the 4 Imams, from them Malik, Shafii, and Abu Hanifa state:  No.  The ruling on making Wudu from eating camel meat has been abrogated.  They do not say that the texts are weak, they say that the ruling was abrogated.

But Imam Ahmad says that wudu should be made from eating the meat of camel.  Although there are other narrations from him that agree with the other three Imams.

And a third narration, which states:  Whoever ate it knowing that it breaks wudu must perform it, and whoever ate it not knowing it is prohibited, does not have to make wudu.

However, the later scholars of this Madhab say:  The Nullifiers of Wudu are not subject to the condition of knowledge of the ruling or ignorance of it.
Thus, from the angle of Fiqh, according to the Imams:  Abu Hanifa, Shafii, and Malik say no Wudu is required.

Imam Ahmed says in what is famous in his Madhab, that wudu should be made.

If matter is like this, then there are branches of this issue:
There are those who say:  The questioner in the hadith asked about the meat of camel, does the ruling pertain only to the meat, or what commonly relates to the meat such as the milk of the camel?

Also, is the gravy that comes from the meat of the camel like the meat itself?

The skin, liver, brain, tongue, flesh of the head, they say that each of these is independent according to what is common.

If you told a servant, bring me 1 Kilo of camel meat, and he brings you an entire skin of a camel, you would say:  I did not ask you for skin!

You would say:  Is this meat?  No, it has become common amongst people that meat of a camel is distinct, skin is independent, the flesh of the head is different, the hump is different.

Since the parts of the animal have independent names amongst people, shall we restrict the text to only what is known by Urf amongst the people as ‘Meat’ or include the entire camel?
There are some who say:  The entire camel is forbidden, just as Allah says in the Qur’an, “Forbidden for you is … the meat of the swine.”

And this does include all parts of the swine.

Thus, there are those who differentiate between the parts of the camel and state that the nullifier of the Wudu is the camel flesh only, and others include all parts of the camel.

Let us go to the issue itself:
And gaze upon, not asking for a solid answer, and knowing the absolute reasoning and hikmah, and purpose, since we would be trying to give ourselves authority over the Shariah, and we may not understand all the wisdoms, and not be able to attain them, as a test from Allah, and a tribulation.

Rather, all of the Shariah is a test.  

“Aladhee khalaqal mawta wal hiyaata liyablooakum ayyukum ahsanu ‘amalaa”

Thus, there may be a ruling that is a test:  And we do not say that this is the absolute wisdom, nor do we say:  The purpose behind that is such and such.

Nor do we say the reason for it is this.

Since some of the Fuqahaa said:  Wudu from the flesh of the camel is due to its extreme fattiness and oiliness.  And the camel meat is more fatty and oily than that of sheep.

But the response to that is:  The flesh of hyena and pigeon is more oily and hot, and there is no wudu from it.

So what a person can do, who studies this matter, and reads into it, trying to find the hidden wisdom:

If we look at the camel as it is, we find that the camel use unique characteristics that are not found in other animals.

And these things are related to water .

 The Prophet alayhi salam said, “Pray in the pens of sheep, but do not pray in the pens of camels.”
Is the prohibition from praying in the stables of camels because they are najass?

No, because the Prophet alayhi salam, when the people from Urwah visited him, and became sick in Madina, he told them to go to the camels that were given in Sadaqah and drink from their milk, and wash with their urine.

They said:  Thus their urine is Tahir and pure.

 If it was Najass, he would have not have commanded them to wash with it.

Then the prohibition from praying in the stables must be for another reason, what is it?

They say that this hadith uncovers the reason:  “Do not pray in the stables of camels since they are created from the Shaitan” or “with the camels is the Shaitan.”

The scholars state:  The camels’ shaitan is that, if a person comes and prays in its place, it will step on them, because the camel does not give up its place, where it is normally eats.

This is different than sheep, which may be in a herd of 100, and a person prays amongst them, and they do not come to him, or bother him, because they are safe, docile, peaceful, they do not have any harm.
And in some narrations:  “Do not pray in the stables of camels, for they are created from the Shatian.”  

“And with her is a Shaitan” so in all cases, there is a connection between them and the Shaitan.

And then from another angle, when we speak about the issue of the shaitan, the Prophet alayhi as salam, when he saw someone angry, who had a strong temper, said:  “Look at this person, his veins have become puffed up, and his eyes are red,”…

And he said, “Indeed anger is from the shaitan, so put it out with water.”

So if anger is from the Shaitan, and its cure is water, and he advised the angry one to sit down, or lay down, and if that did not suffice, make wudu, to put out the traces and effects of the shaitan.

Thus we find some connection between this two matters, the camels, and wudu.

Now let us go to the food and eating:  Nutritionists and specialists in food form consensus that foods have unique characteristics and they affect the one consuming them.
You have vegetarians, and vegans, and others.

Vegetarians do not eat meat, and think that meat affects the heart and spirit.

And vegetables are the lightest of foods, and they state that milk and dairy products affects the joints, etc.

And from here we find, that the Pure Shariah forbade types of meat due to inherent instincts that are found in them.  

The Prophet alayhi salam forbade eating donkeys, while zebras are hunted and eaten.

Donkeys were eaten, but during the year of the Battle of Khaibar, the Prophet alayi salam forbade eaten them.

Someone might say:  Donkeys are forbidden, though they are domesticated and were once eaten.

But Zebras are wild and yet they are permissible to eat.  Why?

The scholars say:  The donkey has two inherent natures:  a lowly despicable nature, meaning that it fears from the strong, and plays with the weak, if it finds a young boy it will play with it, and if it finds a strong man, it will submit to it.

For this reason:  they say that donkeys are known for being treated with humiliation, they are beaten and humiliated, yet remain patient.
And they say:  The zebra (wild donkey) does not have those qualities.

Because he depends upon himself for his life and defending himself from the rest of the wild animals.  And he strives to obtain his food.

For this reason, zoologists state that the mother zebra injures the leg of a newborn zebra so that it does not run away, and stays within her protection, until it gets bigger, and the wound heals, and is able to escape from predators.

But if she leaves the baby alone, he might wander off and he is small, and go away from the flock, and the predators will eat it.

She breaks his leg so that he cannot run, until it heals, and he is able to race and run.

Thus the Zebra is able to support and rely upon itself, and this is far away from the despicable humiliated nature of the donkey.

And if we speak of the prohibition of the flesh of the pig, as is mentioned by Abu Hayyan, (the famous Muslim scholar who studied animals), all animals have gheera (protective jealousy) over their females, except the pig.

The pig does not have any jealousy over the female, and whoever eats a lot of pig will be stripped of jealousy over his women.

Abu Hayyan says in his book of Tafsir:  “We have seen this in our own country, from those who eat a lot of pig, that they do not have jealousy over their women.”

So we can return and say, meat, and all foods in fact have an effect on the one who eats them.

The camels are from the shaitan, and thus they affect the eater with satanic effects.
This meat affects them, much like the shaitan causes them anger.
And what strengthens this view what has been narrated by the Prophet alayhi salam, :

“Indeed with camels is arrogance and boastfulness, and indeed with sheep is humbleness and calmness.”

The owner of camels, who has 20 or 30 camels, you will see him holding his head so high, higher than that of his camels.

And the one who take care of sheep keeps patient with them, and cares for them, and is kind to them, and they get along with people, you do not find in them arrogance or harshness.

And from here, the Prophet alayhi salam said, “There is no Prophet except that he took care of sheep.”  He did not say camels.

Because taking care of sheep requires that one be mindful of the weak, and make sure it gets enough water, and to be kind to them, and they have a small cane.

But the owner of camels hold a large stick that could injure one’s head.

Thus, the nature of  the two animals is different, and camels have what draw them towards a satanic nature, we would not say they are shaitans, but have some satanic nature, and its flesh has this nature, so whoever eats a lot of it, will be affected by this nature.

As Umar said, “Meat has an effect on the thinking of a person,”

So if one eats a lot of camel, some of its habits will transfer to the person.

And from here, we can see the effect of the shaitan which is anger, can be put out with water.

And before this quality formulates in a person, one puts it out with water.

And based on this we can say, even if tangentially, there is a reasonable difference between the flesh of the camel and the sheep, and with Allah is Success.

And Allah knows best.

End of Class 47.  
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