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Fiqh of Taharah:  Class Fifty-Three
الحمد لله و الصلاة و السلام على رسول الله و بعد:
These classes are based upon the commentary of the eminent Shaikh Atiyya Muhammad Saalam, given in Masjid an-Nabawi, in Madinah al-Munawwrah.  

The Hadith:
وَعَنْ اَلْمُغِيرَةِ بْنِ شُعْبَةَ ( قَالَ: { قَالَ لِي اَلنَّبِيُّ ( "خُذِ اَلْإِدَاوَةَ". فَانْطَلَقَ حَتَّى تَوَارَى عَنِّي, فَقَضَى حَاجَتَهُ } مُتَّفَقٌ عَلَيْه
Narrated Mughira bin Shu’ba:  Allah’s Messenger told me, “Take the leather (hide) water container”.  He then went forward until he disappeared from me, and answered the call of nature.  [Agreed Upon]

The Explanation:

This hadith indicates that the Prophet alayhi salam went far away from the eyes of the people until he answered the call of nature.

This is a portion of a longer hadith that was mentioned in the Chapter, wiping over the two Khuffs.

It contains many chapters and Fiqh studies.  The scholars of hadith divided this hadith over many chapters based on the parts of it that are relevant to each chapter.

Mughira had gone on a journey with the Prophet alayhi salam, in some narrations it was the Battle of Tabuk, and the Prophet alayhi salam said, Take this water skin and come with me, and then after he finished his need, he came back and said, do you have any water?  I said yes, then I poured the water on his hands to wash them, and in some narrations he wiped his hands with dirt first, then he performed Wudu.  He washed his hands, face, then tried to wash his arms from the sleeves, but it was too narrow.  So he pulled them out from underneath the robe.
The completion of the hadith says, “And the Prophet alayhi salam wanted to cleanse his feet, so knelt down to take them off, but he said, “Leave them, for I have worn them while in a state of purity.  Then he wiped over them.”

Then we came back to the people, and they had sent Abdurahman bin Auf to lead the prayer, and I wanted to inform them that the Prophet alayhi salam had come, so that he would come back, and the Prophet alayhi salam would go forward.

But the Prophet alayhi salam stopped me, and made takbir in the line, and I made takbir with him.

When they made salam, and  the people saw that the Prophet alayi salam was in the Saff, they were shocked.  Because they had placed someone ahead of the Prophet alayhi salam.

When the Prophet alayhi salam saw that they were shocked:  The Prophet alayhi salam said, “You have done well.”  In narrations other than Bukhari, “Allah does not take away the soul of a Prophet until he has prayed behind one of the people from his Ummah.”

This is the text of the hadith.  As for the lessons of Fiqh:

One, the part that the author included in this chapter, that the Prophet alayhi salam went away from Mughira.  This is the Adab with regards to answering the call of nature, if one is in an open space, he must go far away, like behind a try, or in a lower place, or something to curtain oneself, if in is not indoors.

Then he came.  I poured water for him.  Mughria did not mention that the Prophet alayhi salam had used stones for purification.

Ibn Abdul Barr, conveying from many other Ulema the ruling:  It is permissible to use dry cleansing (with stones) in the presence of water.

The Jumhoor and especially Shafii hold the opinion that stones may only be used in the absence of water.

It is possible to say that the Prophet alayhi salam used stones because he was traveling, and usually travelers have a limited supply of water.  It is possible that there was not enough water to use water for wudu and istinja, and that is why he did not use water.  

It is not permissible to use stones when water is available, this is the ruling of the Jumhoor.  If water is scarce, then it is allowed as a Rukhsa.
But others do not make a difference between travel and local, and if water is scarce or not.

Some other Ulema stated that stones are only permissible for men, and not for women, especially with regards to urine.

Since for men, urine is localized to a small place, and touching it with a stone will take care if it.

Unlike a woman, the urine is not in a local place, it spreads, and therefore water is required for women.

What concerns us is that with Mughira, the Prophet alayhi salam used stones, although water was available.

He poured water on his hands, then rinsed them, then washed his face, then he wanted to remove his arms from his sleeves, but they were too narrow, so he pulled them out from underneath the robe and washed them.

Here, the scholars state:  a small amount of action during the Wudu does not nullify it.  Because the Prophet alayi salam was busy with pulling his arms from the sleeves, then tried from under the robe.  This is doing actions during Wudu.
They said if it is a small amount of action, he can build on it.  But if it was a long distraction then he should start over from the beginning.

The set the time for what is too long as the time that it takes for the limb to dry that was being washed.

So the time it takes to pull the arms out from the sleeve or look for a chair is little.  But is considered a long time if the limb dries, like if he was washing the face, then paused until the face became dry.

Because this large amount of action has cut off his wudu.

Then, the fact that the Prophet alayhi salam wore a Jubba that had a thin sleeves.

Ibn Abdul Barr said this is better from traveling, and the battlefield.  Since a person will not be concerned with his sleeves.

Also, we should not criticize a person for wearing tight sleeves, and say this is bid’ah.  There is no harm in it.

And from the things mentioned about Shafii was that he had a lot of patience and forebearance, and people wanted to make him lose this quality.
They heard that Shafii had gone to a tailor to make a thobe for him.  So they went to the tailor, and paid more than the cost, and they wanted him to make the right sleeve tight for Shafii, and the left sleeve loose.  He accepted.

When Shafii came and put on the thobe, they expected that he would become very upset.  When he put it on, and he realized that there was something wrong.

He said, “Jazakumallahu khairan, you have made my affair easy, and help me to seek knowledge.”  They said, “Why?”  They were expecting Shafii would be very upset.

Shafii said, “As for the tight right sleeve, it will not bother me while writing, and as for the loose left sleeve, indeed I can carry my books in it!”

Instead of having a book bag.

What concerns us is that tight sleeves can help a person when they are doing certain actions.
And wide sleeves might help for other actions.  The nature of sleeves is related to they type of environment that people live in.

If you see the Beduoin Arabs, their sleeves are as wide as they are long.

Perhaps the opening of the sleeve is a meter wide.

Because the weather is hot, and the wide sleeves are like a fan.

But people in cold climates wear tight sleeves, jackets, and pants.  More than they should be.

The weather and environment dictate to a person the type of clothing that is appropriate.

What concerns us is the way the Prophet alaysalam was dressed, and then Mughira bent down to take off his khuffs, and the Prophet alayhi salam said, leave them…
Some noble people have others who race to put on their shoes.

And it is narrated that Ma’moon, and Amin, the children of Haroon ar Rashid, when their teacher came to teach them, maybe it as Asmaee, and he was going to leave, they each ran and grabbed one shoe to put it one for him.

Haroon Rashid said to Asma’ee, by Allah I have not seen anyone more honorable then you, not even me, although I am the Khalifa.

They would not do that to the Caliph, but they did it for their teacher.

So there is no harm in a noble person, such as a scholar, to be served by others, especially if it is for the sake of the deen, seeking the countenance of Allah.

The Prophet alayhi salam said to him, “Leave them, (the two khuffs) for I have put the two of them on while they were pure.”

In some narrations, Mughira said, “Have your forgotten (to wash your feet and wiped) O messenger of Allah?”  He said, “No, you have forgotten, as for me, my Lord has commanded me.”
Here the scholars say, the words, “I put the two on while they both (feet) were pure,” shows that if a person performed wudu, and washed the right foot them put the kuff on, then the left foot, and put the khuff on, it would not be permissible to wipe those khuffs.”

The Fuqaha state, wiping the two Khuffs, must be after a complete wudu.

When they come to their people, and they had sent forward Abdurhaman bin Auf.

The study includes:

As Abu Hassan Nadwi stated, sometimes the mind and the emotions contradict.
They wanted to wait for the Prophet alayhi salam, out of love and for spiritual reasons.  

But the mind said, the time for prayer had entered, and was soon to finish.  Allah says, “Indeed Allah has written the prayers at fixed times.”

The went by reason, and put Abdurahman forward.

But in some cases, emotions might be given priority, such as when the Prophet alayhi salam was sick, and Abu Bakr was leading the prayer, and when the Prophet alayhi salam came out, Abu Bakr wanted to go back, but the Prophet alayhi salam told him to stay, but he went back anyway.

Here, the command was to stay, but the Adab with the Prophet alayhi salam was to not be arrogant, and to have Adab.

Sometimes the mind says a think, but the adab says another, and one must see which is more correct.

We also see the noblility of Abdurahman bin Auf, since they placed him in the place of the Prophet alayhi salam.

And in the Battle of Tabuk, Abu Bakr, Umar, and Othman were there, why did they put Abdurahman first?

Even though the Prophet alayhi salam said, Abu Bakr ‘s Iman if weighted would outweight the Iman of the Ummah.

And he was close to the Prophet alayi salam, and was the companion in the cave.

It could be said that Abu Bakr was more befit to be a leader and guiding the Ummah, while the Salah is a practice, and it is known that Abu Bakr:  Aisha said, if Abu Bakr leads prayer he cries.

And Salah is in need of recitiation , not crying, and it could be that Abdurahman was more beneficial.

When the Prophet alayhi salam came, and Mughira wanted to tell Abdurahman to go back, we learn:

If the appointed Imam is absent, and another takes his place, then the appointed Imam returns, he has the choice, for the one who is forward to go back, even if he prayed part of the Salah one or two rakahs, or he can give up his haqq and leave the person and stand with the rest of the people.

It was the right of the Prophet to be the Imam, but he left that right, and prayed behind the Imam that the people had chosen, then he finished what he missed.

Also we learn that we should chose the best person to be the Imam, they hadith:  “Chose the best of you to be your Imam in Salah, for your Imam is your delegate to Allah.”  Or this meaning.
The Imam is the delegate eof the people to Allah, since we send him forward to call out to Allah, just as we send a delegate to kings to ask for the needs of the people.

The Imam is the delegate of the people.

And the Prophet alayhi salam, praying behind others, shows that it is permissible for a person to pray behind some one of less rank than him, and the prayer is valid, as long as that person is qualified to lead.

And the Prophet completed his prayer afterwards, 

And Allah knows best. End of Class 53.  43:.
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