[image: image1.png]



Fiqh of Taharah:  Class Fifty-Four
الحمد لله و الصلاة و السلام على رسول الله و بعد:
These classes are based upon the commentary of the eminent Shaikh Atiyya Muhammad Saalam, given in Masjid an-Nabawi, in Madinah al-Munawwrah.  

The Hadith:
وَعَنْ اَلْمُغِيرَةِ بْنِ شُعْبَةَ ( قَالَ: { قَالَ لِي اَلنَّبِيُّ ( "خُذِ اَلْإِدَاوَةَ". فَانْطَلَقَ حَتَّى تَوَارَى عَنِّي, فَقَضَى حَاجَتَهُ } مُتَّفَقٌ عَلَيْه
Narrated Mughira bin Shu’ba:  Allah’s Messenger told me, “Take the leather (hide) water container”.  He then went forward until he disappeared from me, and answered the call of nature.  [Agreed Upon]

The Explanation:

When the Prophet alayhi salam came, and Mughira wanted to tell Abdurahman to go back, we learn:

The Imam is the delegate eof the people to Allah, since we send him forward to call out to Allah, just as we send a delegate to kings to ask for the needs of the people.

The Imam is the delegate of the people.

And the Prophet alayhi salam, praying behind others, shows that it is permissible for a person to pray behind some one of less rank than him, and the prayer is valid, as long as that person is qualified to lead.

Ibn Katheer mentions three stages of the development of Salah:

One is that Sahaba used to call each other to come to prayer, then they wanted to use an instrument to call, then Allah revealed the Adhan.

And another development was that if a person came late to Salah, he would ask the last person in the Saff, how much did you pray?  He would make up what he missed, then join the Imam.
Then Muadh said:  I will not join the Prophet alayhi salaam in prayer except that I will follow him wherever he is.  So he joined the Prophet alayhi salam late, followed him where he was, then made up what he missed, knowing what he had prayed with the Prophet.  

When the Prophet alayhi salam saw this, he said, “Mu’adh has made a good Sunnah for you in your Salah, so follow it.”

Since that time, the one joining prayer follows the Imam, then makes up what he misses.  And this is what the Prophet alayhi salam did, when he followed Abdurahman bin Auf.  Then he stood up, and finished the first Rakah, it was Fajr.

 And as a side note, we see in the hadith that the Sahaba were shocked that the Prophet alayhi salam had prayed behind one of them.  This shows that they loved for the Prophet alayi salam to be their Imam.

When he saw their shocked state, and the Prophet alayi salam could see their sublte psychological state, and wanted to remove the cause of their shock.  

So he said, “You have done well.”  You have done a good action, and therefore there is nothing for you to be shocked about.
Here the scholars state that leader or responsible person should praise the good actions of those under his authority, that is:  praise those who have done well, just as he dispraises those who do wrong.

Because praising those who do good will encourage him to continue in doing good, and that is why the Prophet alayi salam said:  You have done well.

And here, the Shafii’s say:  Praying in the early time of the prayer is better than delaying it.

Because the Sahabah, wanted to pray in the early time, and when the responsible Imam did not come they sent another forward, to perform the Salah in its preferred time.

And we have the words of the Prophet alayhi salam, “Allah does not take the soul of a Prophet except that he has prayed behind someone from his Ummah.”
This concise statement gives a vast meaning:  That any Prophet that is sent to an Ummah, is only sent there because they are in a state of ignorance.

Allah sends the Prophet, and what He reveals to him, to remove from that state of Jahilliyya to a state of knowledge, and to raise them and foster them and teach them, until they become rectified, and are able to rectify others.

And here, in this hadith, the Prophet alayhi salam was sent to an illiterate nation, and we all know what was in it from pagan worship, ignorance, and what was in it was mentioned by Ja’afar to the Najashi:  “The strong amongst us used to usurp the weak, we ate dead meat, bury the infant girls…

Then Allah sent a man to us, whose lineage and upbringing we were familiar with, and he taught us to speak the truth, fulfill trusts, take care of the rights of neighbors, and join the ties of kinship.

And worship Allah alone, and not making partners with him.”

Here, all of us know the state of Jahiliyya, and the Muhammadan message came, and Allah brought out the ignorant to knowledge, and the misguided to guidance.

As if the Prophet alayhi salam was pointing out:  that the Message had fulfilled its task, and brought forth its seedlings, and the illiterate nation, Beduoin Arabs, they became leaders of themselves and others, and upright, and each of them were suited to lead nations, and this was after only 9 years in Madina, Tabuk was in 9 AH, 
Islam had given its fruit, the Ummah that Islam produced was now complete culturally, intellectually, in leadership, and everything that a nation requires from civilization and progress.

These Sahaba, after worshipping idols, and do and so…and they were no ready to lead the world, and they led the Prophet alayhi salam in prayer.

In 10AH, in Hajj al Wadaa’ah, Allah revealed, “Alyawma akmaltu lakum deenakum, wa atmamtu ‘alaykum na’matee.”

The words of the Prophet alayhi salam, “Allah does not take away the soul of a Prophet until he has prayed behind one of his Ummah, is evidence that the Heavenly Message and reached completion and was successful in bringing up nations, whether the number of followers was little or a lot.

Since the Minhaj of Revelation was such that it produced individuals who were capable to rule the Dunya as a whole.

And Allah knows best. End of Class 54.  1:14:00
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