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Fiqh of Taharah:  Class Fifty-Eight
الحمد لله و الصلاة و السلام على رسول الله و بعد:
These classes are based upon the commentary of the eminent Shaikh Atiyya Muhammad Saalam, given in Masjid an-Nabawi, in Madinah al-Munawwrah.  

The Hadith:

وَعَنْ أَبِي هُرَيْرَةَ ( قَالَ: قَالَ رَسُولُ اَللَّهِ ( { اِسْتَنْزِهُوا مِنْ اَلْبَوْلِ, فَإِنَّ عَامَّةَ عَذَابِ اَلْقَبْرِ مِنْهُ } رَوَاهُ اَلدَّارَقُطْنِيّ ُ وَلِلْحَاكِمِ: { أَكْثَرُ عَذَابِ اَلْقَبْرِ مِنْ اَلْبَوْلِ } وَهُوَ صَحِيحُ اَلْإِسْنَاد ِ
Narrated Abu Huraira:  Allah’s Messenger alayhi salam said, “Beware of urine, because it is the main cause of punishment in the grave.”  [Reported by Daraqutni]

The Explanation:

We spoke last time about the ruling of sprinkling over the urine of a baby boy, and washing that of a girl.  The critics claim that Islam is differentiating between two things that are identical.  But we find that Islam does indeed differentiate between two like things in other than this case, such as in the hadith:  “Permitted for us are two dead things, and two (things) composed of blood.”

And he mentioned the liver, is composed from blood.  But other blood is considered Najss.  This is halal, and that is harm.

Thus, if the Shariah differentiates between two like things, in our view, or according to our knowledge, we take what came from the Wise All Knowing, or from the Messenger who does not speak from desire.  And we cancel what we imagine, according to our reason, because the Shariah is not surrogate to reason, or wisdom, or the perceived reality of things, etc.
And Allah knows best.  And from the completion of the aforementioned hadith, and the Prophet alayhi salam passed by two graves, and said, “They are being punished for something insignificant, rather there are significant.”

The scholars mention regarding this text, that their action is considered small, and large in the same hadith.  He negated that their action was due to a large sin, then stated it is a large sin. 

What this means is that it is not large, and large, depending on different viewpoints.  

Once we differentiate these viewpoints, the contradiction is eliminated.

As it is said, The Prophet alayhi salam entered the Kaaba, and prayed in it.  And in another text, the Prophet alayhi salam entered the Kaaba, and did not pray in it.

These two ahadith seem to exclude each other.  However, if the time, or place are different, the contradiction is eliminated.

Yes, he entered the Year of the Fath, and did not pray, and the Year of the Farewell Hajj, he did pray.

He who mentioned that he entered without praying meant a specific time, and the one who said he entered and did not pray, meant another time.

There is no harm in him entering and not praying, and another time entering in praying, since they were different occasions, and the contradiction is eliminated.

Here in this hadith, it is not big, but it is big.  It is big in the sense of its ruling with Allah.

They are being punished for something not big, i.e. not big in the sense of the means of action required to stay away from it.

Because avoiding urine, is not a big action for a person, it is easy, he can avoid it, and in that there is not a great hardship on him.

If it were big, it would be a great hardship on the person to do it.  “It is not big, rather it is big.”
Allah says, “Wa tahsaboonahu hayyinan, wa lakin huwa endallahi ‘adheem.”

It is not big, with regards to the person responsible, but it is big in the sight of Allah.

Thus, there is no contradiction between it not being big, and being big.  

“Allah is pure, and only accepts the pure.”  “Indeed Allah is beautiful, and loves beauty.”

From the essential conditions of Salah is Tahara.

The other person, he used to go between people and spread slander and gossip.  (Nameemah) is when a person hears a word, and adds to it.  
This is one of the most harmful things to societies and one of its greatest sicknesses.  And how much fitn are spread this way, and for this reason, Allah made gossiping a great sin, and the Prophet alayhi salam mentioned that it is the source of punishment in the grave, and how much does it lead to cutting of ties of kinship, between husband and wife, brothers, children, parents.

And there are people, may Allah save us, who do not enjoy speaking unless they spread gossip between people.


And some Ulema say spreading gossip is a major sin, since the Prophet alayhi salam said it is a cause of punishment in the grave.

And the exception to this case is if there is a general benefit in it.  And example:

Someone says:  So and so said this about you, which is not true.  This is nameemah.

But if there is a general benefit in this speech, than it is not forbidden.

For example, when trying to reconcile between two people.  A person who wants to do good, and says to the first person:  Why are you not speaking to so and so, it is such a hardship on him that you are not talking to him, he misses you, etc, which lightens his perspective and ill feelings and hatred.

He might say:  I did not know that.  I wanted to go to make up with him, but I was afraid that he would reject me, or become arrogant, etc.  If you go to him, he will welcome you, and be happy…

And the other person does not even know you are saying these things.

Then this person goes to the second party and tells him the same thing.  And says, if the first person comes to you, welcome him, and he will come to you as long as you accept that.
And neither of the two parties said anything, rather everything he is saying is invented, and nameemah, but he is going between the two in order to achieve a general benefit and reconcile between two brothers.

The Nameemah that leads to this punishment is the one that harms and leads to ruined relationships between people.  But for a general benefit, it is allowed, or considered an exception to the general rule of blame and the punishment of Allah in the grave.

And Allah knows best.

The Hadith:
وَعَنْ سُرَاقَةَ بْنِ مَالِكٍ ( قَالَ: { عَلَّمْنَا رَسُولُ اَللَّهِ ( فِي اَلْخَلَاءِ: " أَنَّ نَقْعُدَ عَلَى اَلْيُسْرَى, وَنَنْصِبَ اَلْيُمْنَى" } رَوَاهُ اَلْبَيْهَقِيُّ بِسَنَدٍ ضَعِيف.
Narrated Suraqa bin Malik:  Allah’s Messenger taught us concerning answering the call of nature, that we should sit on our left foot and keep erect our right foot.  [Narrated by Bayhaqi through a weak chain.]

The Explanation:

This hadith, even though its chain is weak, its meaning strengthens it.
Suraqa, you perhaps know his story in Hijra, he states that the Prophet alayhi salam taught us, and in the previous hadith, the Prophet alayhi salam said, “I am like a father to you , and a teacher, do not face the qibla while answering the call of nature,  …”

From his love and mercy for this Ummah, he taught us all things that will benefit us.  And Salman, when he narrated the hadith regarding Khala’, they said, did the Prophet teach you everything!  He said, “Yes, even how to use the restroom.”

And the words of the Prophet alayhi salam, “If one of you answer the call of nature, place his left foot on the ground, and keep the right foot upright (on the toes).”

The right foot will not be touching the ground like the left, just the toes.  The left foot will be on the ground like when walking.

Here, the scholars state:  What is the reason for this, what is the difference between right and left.

Some scholars said, it is the outward shape, to honor the right foot.

But others said, no there is a wisdom in the very creation of the human being, since this posture helps the removal of waste.

And the physicians state that the bowels to cause the waste to exit, comes from the left side.  And if a person where to stand up his right foot, he would lean to the left, and this leaning would place pressure on the bowels and help remove the waste, especially if there is constipation.

This sitting posture, in this way, helps the action of removing what is inside the body, and this is from the lessons of the Prophet alayhi salam, and he differentiated between right left.

And from here, some modernists state:  How could the Prophet alayi salam have known this matter of internal anatomy, and in another hadith, he said every bone in the human being should give sadaqa, and he mentioned there were 360.
How did he count them and know them?

The knowledge of anatomy explains this, but a European who accept Islam, after reading the verse in the Quran regarding the ocean:  “Dhulumatin ba’duha fawqa ba’ad, idha kharaja yadahu lam yakad yaraaha.”

And he had went to the Black sea, and it is one of the seas that has the most waves an darkness, and when he heard this verse he said, “Amazing, and Muhammad did not leave the Arabian Penninsula, and did not navigate the sea, nor dive in the ocean.  How was he able to describe this accurately?  This must be revelation from Allah, and this is the true religion, and this is a truthful Prophet.  He accepted Islam after hearing this ayah.

And likewise, many Christians, who are not fanatical, and seek knowledge and truth for its own sake, many of them reflected on ahadith, that mention the creation of the human being and his makeup, etc, and Allah guides them through these texts to Islam.

And here, in this hadith, the Prophet alayhi salam teaches us if one were to sit to answer the call of nature, to raise up the right, and leave the left flat, if one is able.

But if one is sick, or a person is very heavy in weight and cannot rest on a single foot, we say that it is not required, since it is a hardship on you.

But according to what one is able, in order to learn, and this matter returns to each individual.

By the way, perhaps someone might say, in our Muslim countries we now have toilets that come from the West,  Western toilets, and traditional toilets.
He sits on the seat, and he cannot raise the right foot, nor the left.  Rather, both feet are raised up.

Is this against the Sunnah, is it Bid’ah?

No, if a person is heavy, and these types of toilets might help a person to take care of his need easily, so a person can look to see what is best for purity.  

It is the same using the Western toilet, or traditional, it is a matter of teaching and what is better, but it is not obligatory, and one should not criticize those who use the western toilets, especially if he is unable to use the traditional type, and Allah knows best.
وَعَنْ عِيسَى بْنِ يَزْدَادَ, عَنْ أَبِيهِ قَالَ: قَالَ رَسُولُ اَللَّهِ ( { إِذَا بَالَ أَحَدُكُمْ فَلْيَنْثُرْ ذَكَرَهُ ثَلَاثَ مَرَّاتٍ } رَوَاهُ اِبْنُ مَاجَه بِسَنَدٍ ضَعِيف ٍ  .
106- وَعَنِ اِبْنِ عَبَّاسٍ رَضِيَ اَللَّهُ عَنْهُمَا; { أَنَّ اَلنَّبِيَّ ( سَأَلَ أَهْلَ قُبَاءٍ, فَقَالُوا: إِنَّا نُتْبِعُ اَلْحِجَارَةَ اَلْمَاءَ } رَوَاهُ اَلْبَزَّارُ بِسَنَدٍ ضَعِيف ٍ (126) .
107- وَأَصْلُهُ فِي أَبِي دَاوُدَ, وَاَلتِّرْمِذِيّ وَصَحَّحَهُ اِبْنُ خُزَيْمَةَ مِنْ حَدِيثِ أَبِي هُرَيْرَةَ ( بِدُونِ ذِكْرِ اَلْحِجَارَة ِ (127) .

بَابُ اَلْغُسْلِ وَحُكْمِ اَلْجُنُبِ
108- عَنْ أَبِي سَعِيدٍ اَلْخُدْرِيِّ ( قَالَ: قَالَ رَسُولُ اَللَّهِ ( { اَلْمَاءُ مِنْ اَلْمَاءِ } رَوَاهُ مُسْلِم
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